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brought away. For this he was brought before 
the court, and muleted in damages. e gentle- 
man comes here now, and talks of constitutional 
principles. This is not a question of compensation 
for ten years’ extra back pay which gentoese 
were Willing to vote the other day, and for which, 
| believe, @ bill was passed; but it is doing an act 
of simple justice. The court may have been 
wrong, an I think it was, when it compelled 


uestion of trespass, the first tres ass was from 
the house. ‘Their fellow-soldiers had been shot 
down from it, and they had a right to go into it 
to arrest the murderers and deserters who were 
e. 
— MILLSON. I understand that my friend 
from Kentucky is brought to concur with me in 
the doctrine I have announced, and that this is an 
attempt to dispute the application of that doctrine 
to the present case. Notwithstanding the aston- 
ishment that wasexpressed when I firstannounced 
the principle I was undertaking to maintain, I find 
that the gentleman from Kentucky himself is not 
willing to contest that principle, but simply de- 
clares that, in this particular case, it was not an 
act of clear and flagrant violation of the law. 
Mr. CURTIS. Let me suggest a point perti- 
nent to the question. The objection is not that 
Captain Clay acted without orders, but that he 
acted contrary to law. The gentleman misunder- 
stands the oath taken byan officer. The gentle- 
man says that the officer swears to obey and sup- 
port the Constitution of the United States. Iv isa 
curious fact that he swears to no such thing. This 
is the oath as it is prescribed in the Army regu- 
lations: 
“1, AB, do solemnly swear or affirm, (as the case may 


be,) that I will bear true allegiance to the United States of || 


America, and that I will serve them honestly and faithfully 


against all their enemies or opposers whatsoever ; and ob- || ple ' 
| of the people? 


serve and obey the orders of the President of the United 
States, and the orders of the officers appointed over me, ac 
cording to the rules and articles for the government of the 
Armies of the United States.”’ 


Mr. MILLSON. I think if the gentleman will 
look a little further, that he will find that the offi- 
cer is commanded to obey all legal orders. 

Mr.CURTIS. The oath of an officer of the 
Army is different from that taken by any other 
oflicer of the Government. 

Mr. MILLSON. I understand that the inter- 
ruption is to show me that the officers are not 
required to support the Constitution; and next, 
that there is an obligation on the part of officers 
and soldiers to obey the orders of their superiors 
whether they be legal or not. The Constitution 
requires every executive officer to take an oath to 
support the Constitution. If the gentleman will 
turn #0 the Constitution—which is as obligatory, 
I presume, as any act of Congress can be, which 
is as much the law of the land as any act we can 
pass—he will find that: 

“The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, 
and the members of the several State Legislatures, and all 
executive and judicial officers, both of the United States, 
and of the several States, shall be bound by oath or affirma- 
hon, to support this Constitution.’ . 

All executive and judicial officers, both of the 
United States and of the several States! And I 
tell the gentleman that, not only officers of the 

rmy, but officers of the militia of all the States 
are required to swear to support the Constitution. 
So much for the obligation upon officers of the 

rmy, 

Mr. STANTON. I desire the gentleman from 
Jrginia to answer mea question. Suppose a sol- 
ler refuses to obey an unlawful order: be is ar- 

rested, tried by court-martial, and ordered to be 
Shot for mutiny, and the sentence is executed. 

re the court and the officers who execute the sen- 
tence guilty of murder? 

Mr. MILLSON., Sir,.if he is decided by a court 
&ving jurisdiction over his case to have refused 

to obey a legal order, the gentleman’s question has 
no force. If he is condemned t® be shot, it can 
only be upon the ground that he has disobeyed a 
legal order. And if the court undertake to sen- 
‘ence @ man to punishment for disobeying an ille- 
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| protected. 





gal order, all I have to say is that every member 
of the court justly subjects himself to punishment 
by the people of the United States or their agents 
and executive officers. 

Mr. STANTON. The gentleman does not meet 
my question. Suppose the soldiers who execute 
the sentence of the court-martial should be indicted 
for murder would not the judgment of the court- 


. | martial be a good plea in bar? 
aptain Clay to pay this sum of money for hav- 
aed in the discharge of his duty. On the || 


Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman knows very 
well that if the court has jurisdiction over the 


| case, the officers who execute the judgment are 
Because it is not a question whether 


the court errs or not. It is a question of power 
—a question of jurisdiction, and the ministerial 
agents of the court are protected by the jurisdic- 
tion which the court has over the question. AL 
court having no authority may pronounce a right 
judgment, and yet he who undertook to execute 


the judgment would be subject to punishment. 
| But the court, having jurisdiction of the case, 


though they pronounce a false judgment, yet their 
agent is authorized to carry out the execution 


| thereof. 


But, sir, | was about to answer the remaining 


— of the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. Curtis. ] 


infer, from his reading an extract from the law, 


| that the gentleman is maintaining the obligation 
| of an inferior to obey even the illegal order of a 
| superior. 
| maintained in the American Congress before, and 


Sir, I have never heard such doctrines 


deeming them dangerous and mischievous, I trust 
I may never hearthem again. What! The rep- 


| resentatives of the people, the law-making author- 


ity, maintain the obligation of any one of the cit- 


| zens of the United States to regard a military 


officer as superior to the law, and that where the 
law says one thing, and acolonel or general shall 
say another, it is the command of the officer that 
is to be obeyed, and not the command of the peo- 
What is law bui the expression of the will 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Let me sug- 


| gesta case. When Commodore Paulding ordered 
| his seamen to go ashore in Nicaragua and take 


William Walker and his men, does the gentle- 


| man consider that those seamen would have been 
| authorized to tell the Commodore that he com- 
| manded them to invade the sovereignty of another 
| Republic, and that they would not go? 


Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Chairman, the gentle- 


It may be that there might be considerable doubt 
whether an act would be a violation of law or not. 
It might admit of considerable inquiry whether 
the particular thing commanded to be done was a 
violation of law or not. But upon the general 
principle, where there is a law prohibiting the 
act, that act cannot be legalized by the command 
of any subordinate or executive i of the Uni- 
ted States, unless gentlemen are prepared to main- 
tain the doctrme that there is some man in the 


| country superior to the law. 


Mr. CURTIS. I hope the gentleman will al- 
pose, take ground so broad as to say that a man 
would be justified in perenne an order obviously 
and unquestionably unlawful. 


Mr. MILLSON. Very well. Now, I under- 
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he comes back to the Government and says to 
them: ‘* 1 executed the order of my superior mil- 
itary officer, and for so doing was arrested and 
fined by the civil tribunal; I now throw myself 
upon your diseretion whether I shall be paid or 
not.’’ 

Mr. MILLSON. I understand that; and it 
amounts just to this: The man comes here and 
says to the people of the United States, ‘* I have 
disobeyed your orders because I preferred to obey 
the orders of one who is not allowed to do what 
he required me to do; you have punished me for 
this disobedience of your laws, and I ask that you 
who have imposed A punishment upon me, will 
now indemnify me against it.’’ It is actually an 
appeal to the people to indemnify a violator of the 
law for the very violation of law which caused 
the people to punish him. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Will my colleague permit 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. MILLSON. These constant interruptions 
have obliged me to occupy much more of the time 
of the e@mmittee than I intended when I rose, but 
1 cannot refuse my colleague. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Mr. Chairman, I feel some 
curiosity to ascertain how my colleague can square 
the argument which he now makes, with the action 
of Congress in regard to the remission of the fine 
imposed upon General Jackson for proclaiming 
martial law in New Orleans. The fine was re- 
funded in that case—interest as well as principal. 

Mr. MILLSON. Does the gentleman ask me 
a question? 

Mr.CLEMENS. I ask my colleague how he 
squares the onan which he now makes, with 
the action of Congress in the precedent to which 








| low me to say that I do not, as he seems to sup- 





I have referred, and with the vote which he gave 


| on oot aes 


Mr. MILLSON. I gave no vote, that I know 
of, upon that question. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Did you not vote in favor 
of refunding the amount of the fine to General 
Jackson? 

Mr. MILLSON. I do not know that I did; 
and I was about to say to my colleague that if he 
thinks he can embarrass me in the argument of 
a question of legal principlé, by asking me how I 
will reconcile the views I take in this case with 
the views somebody else has taken in other cases, 
all I can say is that I have come here for no such 


|| purpose. 

man will perceive that he is only addressing to || 

| me difficult questions of constitutional law, when 

| the question of poner is one altogether clear. 
n 


Mr. CLEMENS. I disclaim any intention to 
embarrass my colleague. I asked the question 
for my own information, because my colleague 
takes very high ground when he denies the au- 
thority of Congress, by the passage of any law 
| whatever, to countenance the action of an officer 
of the Army who has the presumption to come 
before the Lrenabian cathodes and ask to-be 
indemnified for a violation of law. 
| And yet, in the case of General Jackson, when 
| a fine was imposed upon him by Judge Hall for 
| declaring martial law in New Orleans, Congress 
refunded that fine, and did so on principles of 
constitutional law. 

Mr. MILLSON. I tell my colleague that I am 
not going to discuss the propriety or impropriety 
of such a law. I have nothing to say about that 
oe now,and my colleague must excuse me 

rom undertaking to reconcile the view which I 
take of this case with the view which other gen- 


stand that all these gentlemen have abandoned || tlemen may have taken of other cases in times 


the ground which they seemed to occupy. They || 


admit now that no man would be panies in 
obeying an order plainly and palpably illegal. The 
gentleman from lowa now admits that, and begs 
that he shall not be considered as contending for 
the principle tliat every man is bound to obey an 
order which is pal as opposed to law. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Will the 
gentleman suffer me to interrupt him for a mo- 
ment? None of us have taken the ground that 
Captain Clay could have pleaded Colonel Field’s 
order in bar to the action of trespass. The fact 
that he was fined in the court of justice for the 
trespass, is evidence that in the civil tribunal the 
military order afforded him no justification. But 


ast. 
. Mr. BARKSDALE. I would like to ask the 
gentleman from Virginia how the discipline of 
the Army could be maintained if inferior officers 
were allowed to judge of the legality or illegality 
| of orders? 

Mr. MILLSON. My friend from palavianiyet 
asks me how the discipline of the Army could be 
maintained, if subordinate officers and soldiers 
were allowed to judge of the legality or illegality 
of orders? I will ask him, on the other hand, how 
can the laws of the United States—how can the 
laws which the people make—be maintained, if 
they can be trampled upon with impunity by any 
of the subordinate agents of the Government? 
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Mr. BARKSDALE. I can answer the gentle- 
roan. Ifa superior officer gives an illegal order, 
charges can be preferred against him, and acourt- 
martial can be ordered to try him, 

Me. MILLSON. Indeed! indeed! Then you 
would punisii the man who thinks an illegality, 
and you would let escape the man who does the 
illegality. ‘The man who merely says that a par- 
ticular thing may be done innocently is to be pan- 
ished, while the man who commits the violation 
of law escapes all punishment—ard on the ground 
that he ts under the order of his superior! 

Sir, | have argued the legal bearings of this bill 
to very little effeet,if [have not suceeeded in show- 
ing the committee that the common superior of all 
these officers is the law. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. Allow me to 
make a suggestion to the gentleman from Vir- 
vinia. | understood him to state that, where a 
court bas jurisdiction, if it makes an order, and 
there is an error of judgment, the person execu- 
ting it would not be responsible. Now, Ll would 
suggest to the gentleman from Virginia whether 
the case before us is not embraced in this prin- 
ciple; whether, in point of fact, the * court,”’ in 
this instance, had not jurisdiction, so as to justify 
the execution of the order made by the officer to 
whom it was directed? In the military service 
of the United State 8, poWer Is given to the officer 
to retake the deserter. [twas the first daty of the 
colonel commanding this regiment to retake the 
deserters. He had jurisdiction over the case, and 
the order was given by him toeffect a legal object. 
Now, withoutentering into any of the minutix, | 
think that this consideration is sufficient at least 
to enable us to dispose of this particular case. 

Mr. MILLSON. The committee must have 
perceived that Lam made to deliver a speech in 
spite of myself. Ll expected to detain the commit 
tee only five minutes,and yet Ll have been led into 
such a range of discussion by the numerous inter- 
ruptions of centlemen, that i have been under the 
necessity of discussing this question tediously, | 
fear, and at much greater length than the commit- 
tee hav I intended to say 
but very little, and that was simply to declare that 
I could not vote for this bill, at least for the first 
section of it. I know but little of the other sec- 
tion; I do not know whether I have any objection 
to that er not; but Ido obj ct to the first section 
of the bill; because it involves principles mischiev- 
ous end new in the Jegislation of this country. It 
seems to sanction a departure from the law by an 
inferior officer, on no hieher warrant than the 
order of his military superior? 

And how is he hes superior? He is only his 
superior because the law has made him so; and 
the same law which makes the colonel the superior 
of the captain, restrains the captain from doing 
anything which the law itself prohibits. Gentle- 
men ask how this can be reconciled with the main- 
tenance of discipline in the Army? Why, sir, I 
have alread y stated that there are very many ques- 
tions that give serious embarrassment to the per- 
son having to solve them. Will the gentleman 
from Mississippi maintain here that, if a slave 
should commit an offense against the laws of Mis- 
sissippi, he would not be punished because he did 
so by the order of his master? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. No, sir. 

Mr. MILLSON. He does not maintain that 
doctrine; nor did L suppose he would. Certainly 
the order of a master affords no justification to the 
slave for the violation of the laws of the land or 
the committal of any crime; and yet does not my 
friend see that the popr slave is placed in a very 
pitiable condition of embarrassment? He may 
say, ‘if L perform the act I subject myself to the 
halter, and if Ido not perform the act I subject 
myself to the punishment my master may inflict 
upon me. Now whatam Lito do?’ Sir, in that 
condition is many a common sailor and soldier 
placed, and many an officer. If he knows and 
feels that the act he is about to commit is a viola- 
tion of law, he is safe in refusi 1g to obey the order. 
If he has doubts, why, perhaps, the safer plan is 
to obey the command of his superior; but he does 
so, takin® the risk. He cannot plead his igner- 
ance of the law, because the maxim has been es- 
tablished that ignorance of law excuses no one. 

Mr. SEWARD. Lam going to vote for the first 
section of this bill, and I propose to give my rea- 
sons fordeimg so. “I believe, Mr. Chairman, that it 
1s not denied here but the superior officer had am- 


p itiehnce to ¢ ndure 
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| ple jurisdiction to control the subordinate, and 


that the order to arrest the deserters was legal. 
The only question of illegality in thé case arises 
from the fact that a private citizen felt that he was 
aggrieved by having his house broken into. That 
was illegal. There is no doubt about the supe- 
rior having authority to give the order. Theonly | 
question involved in the case is, did Mr. Clay act 
in good faith in carrying out the order of his su- 
perior? 
of some private citizen were interfered with, by 
which Mr. Clay made himself liable to the civil 
authorities of the country, and for which he had 
to respond in damages, then, as a question of 
good faith, on the broad principles of equity, I 
say that the Government ought to indemnify him, 
and cannot fail todo so without dishonor. 

Mr. CLAY. Ido hope that we will dispose of 
this small matter at once. This poor fellow 
{laughter} for whom I have brought in this bill, 
has lost a great deal; but | venture to say that if 
he had known that so much valuable time of the 
committee would be consumed by it, perhaps he 
would never have allowed it to be brought in, I 
trust we will take the question. 

Mr. ELLIOTT. Mr. Clay belongs to the dis- 
trict | have the honor to represent; and although 
there is a wide ditterence between us in political 
sentiments, | have no doubt of the justice of the 
claim.~ Ll hope the committee will waste no more 
time in its discussion, but will act immediately. 
I have had the circumstances which surround that 
claim presented to me before, in my own district, 
by the gentleman, and I believe he would make 
no statement but what is true. I shall vote for 
the claim, and I hope it will pass. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. I move that the bill 
be laid aside, to be reported to the House with a 
recommendation that it do pass. 

The CHAIRMAN. The first question is upon 
the motion to strike out the first section of the 
bill. 

The question was put, and the motion was dis- 
agreed to. 

The question recurring upon the motion of Mr. 
Taytor, of Louisiana, to strike out the second 
section— 

Tellers were called for, and ordered; and 
Messrs. Davts of Indiana, and Bittincuurst 
were anpointed, 


If be did, and if, in doing so, the rights : 


The House was divided; and the tellers re- | 


ported-——ayes 47, noes 31. 

So the committee refused to strike out the sec- 
ond section. 

Mr. MILLSON. I donot desire to discuss 
this matter further; but as the gentleman from 
lowa quoted a law, a short time siice, from recol- 
lection, and I told him I did not think the law 
would sustain him, | wish to read the law. It is 
this: 

* Any ofliceror soldier who shall strike his superior offi 
cer, or draw or lilt up any weapon, or offer any violence 
against him, being in the execution of his office, on any 
pretense whatsoever, or shall disobey any lawful command 
of his superior officer, shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as shall, according to the nature of his offense, 
be inflicted upon him by the sentence of a court-martial.” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The chairman has 
decided that this committee has the power to ori- 
ginate a bill. LI think that it is a dangerous pre- 
cedent to set now upon the adverse report of the 
Court of Claims; and I would move, if it is in 
order, that this adverse report, together with the 
bill introduced by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
be reported to the House with a recommendation 
that it be referred to the Committee of Claims, the 
Committee on Military Affairs, or some other 
committee; [am not particular which. 

It is, sir, the first time within my recollection 
and experience here when the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar has ever 
attempted to originate a bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. As this case will 
doubtless be drawn into a precedent, and there 
will be a number of applications made to the next 
Congress for payment for horses lost under sim- 
ilar circumstances, would it be in order to move 
toamend the bill so as to make it general—to sub- 
stitute for this private claim a proposition provid- 
ing for all similar cases ? 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that an 


amendment would not be in order to a private bill | 


of this character to provide for any general class 
of eases. This is a private bill, standing upon 


‘\am incorrect I hope some gentleman w! 
its own merits, and suclr an amendment as the || me. Many years ago, there was a con 
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gentleman from Virginia has indicated is not ;, 

order. > 
Mr. MOORE. I wish to ask the Chair jf 1) 

amendment which I send up would be in orde . 
The amendment was read, as follows: n 


And that Jolm C. Anderson, of Green eounty. 
he allowed the sum of $1,000, the value of a ne 
the property of said Anderson, lost during the 
latter as lieutenant in the Mexican war. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decide 
is not in order. 

Mr. ELLIOTT. Does the gentieman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Jones] expect that, after the two 
or three hours’ discussion we have had upon this 
subject, the House will be entightened by refer. 
ring the bill to a committee ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot answer 
the question. : 

The motion of Mr. Jones, of Tennessee. was 
disagreed to. . 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do pass 
—ayes 87, noes 38. 


CHARLES J. INGERSOLL. 


The next bill upon the Calendar was Honge 
bill No. 197, for the relief of Charles J. Ingersoj} 

Mr. FLORENCE. My colleague, {Mr. Pay, 
Lips,] who reported this bill from the Committee 
of Elections, is unavoidably absent; and | hope 
by consent, it will be passed over until his return, 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope we shall dispose of 
it. It has been killed halfa dozen times already 
and I hope we shall kill it again. 

Mr. FLORENCE. It is but justice to give my 
colleague an opportunity of explaining why he in- 
troduced it again. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope the com- 
mittee will concur in the suggestion of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania. The gentleman who 
reported the bill is unavoidably absent; and I will 
say further, that the gentleman from Georgia, 
{Mr. Srepuens,} who reported it from the com- 
mittee in the last Congress, and takes quite an 
interest in it, is confined to his house by sickness, 
1 hope that by general consent the bill will be 
passed over, and permitted to retain its place on 
the Calendar. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Is a motion to postpone 
the consideration of the bill in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis notin order. Objec- 
tion is made to a postponement, and the commit- 
tee must proceed to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. FLORENCE, I move that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Dol understand that the 
gentleman from Virginia objects to the bill being 

vassed over? 

Mr. LETCHER. I do, sir. 

Mr.CRAWFORD. I would ask the gentleman 
to withdraw his objection, for the reason that my 
colleague (Mr. Srernens] is confined to his room 
by indisposition, and that he feels much interest 
in the passage of this bill. He might desire to 
submit some views in favor of its passage, and | 
hope, therefore, that the gentleman will withdraw 
his objection. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I trust sincerely the gen- 
tleman from Virginia will not resist the second 
appeal made to him. Two gentlemen are absent 
who are both interested in the bill, and anxious 
for its passage. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I will say to the gentle- 
man from Virginia that I feel no particular interest 
in the bill myself, but I know that my colleague 
does. r 

Mr. LETCHER. I, too, feel some interest 
the bill. Here we have been harassed, and wor- 
ried, and bedeviled by this thing, year after yes’, 
ever since I first came here. It is here now for 
the seventh time, and I think it high time that we 
should make some final disposition of it. 1 believe 
the principle is all wrong, and so believing, | shall 
oppose it now; and I want it disposed of in one 
way or the other. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have no interest in this 
bill, but L was upon the Committee of Elections 

in the Thirty-Third Congress, and, if I remembe! 
correctly, it is a very meritorious claim. | thie 
we might find fifty precedents for it upon the 
statute-book. 


I will state the case as I remember it, and if 
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seat ! for Philadelphia, between a gentleman of the 
name of Naylor and Mr. Ingersoll, the claimant. 
Ingersoll came here with the certificate of the Gov- 








ernor of the State of Pennsylvania, by which he | 


was prima facie entitled to a seat upon this floor. 


Ry the statute of Pennsylvania the certificate of | 


the judges is equally good, and I believe Naylor 
had the certificate of some of the judges of elec- 
ion. He came here in advance, and was allowed 


to take his seat. 


Mr. LETCHER., If the gentleman from Geor- | 


cia will stop, I will compromise with him, and let 
the bill go over. [Laughter.] _ 

The bill was then passed over informally. 

The next bill on the Calendar was House bill 
No, 203, for the relief of George W. Biscoe. 
~ The bill directs the accounting officers of the 


Treasury to audit the claim of George W. Bis- | 


coe, for indemnification under the first article of 
the treaty of Ghent for the loss of the schooner 
Speedwell, captured by the British forces within 
the waters of the United States, provided the said 
amount does not exceed $2,000. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. I move that 
the bill be laid aside to be reported to the House, 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The next bill on the Calendar was a bill (C. C. 
No. 80) for the relief of Captain James Me. Mc- 
Intosh, of the United States Navy. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Captain McIntosh, of the United States 
Navy, $204 95, the difference between the sum 
paid him as commander on other duty and that 
due him as an officer attached to a vessel for sea- 
service. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
émmendation that itdo pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose;and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, Mr. Nicuo ts re- 


{ move that the 


orted that the Committee of the Whole House | 


iad had under consideration the Private Calendar, 
and had directed him to report back, with a recom- 
mendation that they be concurred in, several ad- 
verse reports from the Court of Claims; and also 
to report back House bills No. 21, No. 197, No. 
203, and No. 80, with a recommendation that they 
do pass; and also House bill, No. 164, with a rec- 
ommendauion that it do not pass. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I am notin the habit, Mr. 


Speaker, of seeking the indulgence of the House; 
but as the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Lerrer] 
made a speech yesterday alluding to a speech of 
mine on another occasion, I hope the House will 
give me three minutes to answer him. 

(Cries of ** Agreed !’’ ‘* Five minutes !’’} 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The gentleman has al- 
luded to an old speech of mine, delivered in 1844, 
in my first congressional term here. I had no 
knowledge then of Captain Rynders and those 
other gentlemen referred to, except what I got 
trom the New York Tribune, the New York Cou- 
rer, and other papers that are now supporting 
the party of the gentleman from Ohio; and I took 
itfor granted that their statements were true, and 
therefore made those allegations. But an ac- 
quaintance of several years with that gentleman 
has satisfied me that Captain Rynders is a highly 
honorableman. [Loud Jaughter.] If gentlemen 
laugh, and thus occup part of my time, I shall 
ask another minute. (L 
Mr. Speaker: that he and [ have spoken from the 


same stand, and I have every reason to be proud | 


of him as a political associate. 


| Laughter. | 
A Memper. What stand ? 7 


Mr. CLINGMAN. At Tammany Liall, and | 
Well, | found out that this gentle- | 
man had been badly slandered by the newspa- | 
pers; and one reason why I left the party that I | 
we acting with in 1844 was, that there were some | 
very bad newspaper organs leading it astray by | 


other places. 


their falsehoods and misrepresentations, ‘The 


Jemocratic party undoubtedly had bad elements 


in it, which would have spread like a cancer ina 
wcxty and feeble constitution, and destréyed it; 
mat having a vigorous constitution, instead of suc- 


‘umbing under them, it sloughed them off, and | 


I move that the bill be laid 


aughter.} I will say this, | 
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about the time that the gentleman from Ohio and 
some other Free-Soilers and Abolitionists left it, 
‘| 1 went into it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Allow me to ask the gen- 
tleman whether, in 1848, he was not at Philadel - 

hia? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Yes, sir, and in 1848, in 
the contest between General Taylor and General 
Cass, I found that the old Whig party in the 
North had become abolitionized, and I took ground 
against them that very winter, about the ume of 
the developments by Gott’s resolution to abolish 
slavery and the slave trade in this District, for 
which they all voted. I left the Whig party and 
joined the Democrats. The latter threw out their 
abolition elements, and they have gone over to the 
other side, and | now stand ina purified party, 
{laughter,} and I rejoice in its soundness and de- 
votion to true principles. There are some very 
good men yet out of the party, but | hope they 
will come into it. I have tried it for several years, 
and I find it just the best party we have had since 
the foundation of the Government, ({laughter,] or 
at any rate, In our times. 

Mr. LEITER. I just desire to say that I very 
cheerfully accept the explanation made by the 
gentleman from North Carolina. [{Laughter. ] 

Mr. GIDDINGS. One word on this subject. 
This is acontest between my old friends. I recol- 
lect very well when the gentleman from North 
Carolina was working side by side with us. 
{ Laughter. | 

Mr. CLINGMAN. And I quitted the party 
because I was not willing to work in the harness 
with the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. He left us for the very best 
of reasons. He left us for our good. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Ever since I left your 
party, you have been beaten. [{ Laughter. } 

Mr. GIDDINGS. And we took in our friend 
from Ohio over there, { Mr. Lerrer,] and several 
others of like character. 
ply the place of my friend from North Carolina, 
and we were glad he left us. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The gentleman from Ohio, 
near me, says | ought to have another minute, but 
Lsuppose it is nat necessary. But I will say his 
party have been beaten ever since L left it. Itis 
good for them, no doubt, to be soundly beaten, 
as | have helped to do, and I hope it will be re- 
formed by the corrections and castigations given 
them, and that they will reform and purify them 
in time. ‘Their vote for the Crittenden amendment 
is the first fruit of their conviction and repent- 
ance, and the best evidence of their reformation. 
[Renewed Jaughter. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 move that when 
the House adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Mon- 
day next. 

‘The motion was not agreed to. 





I move that the 


REPORTS FROM THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 


The following adverse reports of the Court of 
| Claims, reported from the Committee of the 
Whole, were then taken up and disposed of, as 
indicated below: 

An adverse report (C. C. No. 116) upon the pe- 
tition of Augustine Demers and others, adminis- 
trators of Francis Chaudonet. 

The Committee of the Whole recommended a 
concurrence in the report of the Court of Claims. 

The report was concurred in, 

Anadverse report (C. C. No. 123) upon the pe 
tition of Joshua R. Jewett, heir of Joseph Jewett. 

The Committee of the Whole recommended a 
concurrence in the report of the Court of Claims. 

Mr. BISHOP. I was not present when this 
case was taken up in committee; but it is similar 
to many other cases which have been referred to 
the Committee of Claims,and I move that this be 
also referred to that committee. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The report was then concurred in.° 

An adverse report (C. C. No. 127) upon the pe- 
tition of Robert Harrison. 

TheCommittee of the Whole recommended that 
the report be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The report was so referred. 





| 


We were glad to sup- 
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An adverse report (C. C, No. 139) upon the pe- 
tition of Abraham King, administrator of John 
Mandeville. 

The Committee of the Whole recommended that 
the report be referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. ‘ 

The recommendation was agreed to. 

_ An adverse report (C. C. No. 135) upon the pe- 
tition of Robert C. Thompson, administrator of 
William Thompson. 

The Committee of the Whole recommended a 
concurrence in the report of the Court of Claims. 

The report was concurred in. 

An adverse report (C. C. No. 139) upon the 
petition of Ellen Martin, heir-at-law of Francis 
Martin. 

The Committee of the Whole recommended 
that the report of the Court of Claims be concurred 
in. 

The report was concurred in. 

An adverse report (C. C. No. 140) upon the 
petition of Francis Nadeau, heir of Basil Na- 
deau. 

‘The Committee of the Whole recommended a 
concurrence in the report of the Court of Claims. 

The report was concurred in. 

An adverse report (C. C. No. 141) upon the 
petition of Abraham R. Woolley. 

The Committee of the Whole recommended 
that the report be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

The report was so referred. 

An adverse report (C. C. No. 31) upon the 
petition of Thomas Phenix, jr. 

The Committee of the Whole recommended 
that the report be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

The report was so referred. 

An adverse report (C. C. No. 81) upon the 
petition of David Myerle. 

The Committee recommended that the report 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

‘The report was so referred. 

An adverse report (C. C. No. 21) upon the 
petition of Cassius M. Clay. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of theWhole 
have reported a bill for the relief of Cassius M. 
Clay, as a substitute for the report of the Court 
of Claims, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. CLAY. I meve the previous question upon 
the engrossment and third reading of the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would like to have the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky rive us an opportunity to 
have a vote upon striking out the second section. 

Mr. CLAY. I cannot withdraw my demand 
for that purpose. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. There was a mo- 
tion made in committee to strike out both sec- 
tions. Cannot a vote be taken on the same ques- 
tion in the House? 

The SPEAKER. The motions were voted 
down in committee, and they reported the bill 
with a recommendation that itdo pass. Nothing 
can be voted on in the House but the recommend - 
ation of the committee. 


Mr. BONHAM. I would inquire if it is in 


| order to read two sections of the act of 1849 in 


relation to compensation for lost horses ? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be in order, if 
objected to; as the previous question has been 
demanded. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
inely read the third time. 

Mr. CLAY demanded the previous question on 
the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, demanded the 
yeas ahd nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, moved that the 
House adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The main question was then taken, and it was 
decided in the aflirmative—yeas 97, nays 63; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Andrews, Billinghurst, Bingham, Blair 
Bliss, Bowie, Brayton, Buftinton, Burlingame, Burns, Bur, 
roughs, Campbell, Case, Chaffee, John B. Clark, Clay, 
Clark B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, Colfax, Comina, Cor 


| ning, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Maryland, Davis of 
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Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dean, Dodd, Durfee, Parns- || by which the bill was passed; and also moved to || Pacific railroad; which was ordered to lie on the 


worth, Fenton, Foster, Giddings, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, 
Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Has- 
kin, Hateh, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Kelsey, Kilgore, 
Knapp, Landy, Lawrence, Leiter, Lovejoy, McKibbin, 
Humphrey Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Montgomery, Mor 
gan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Free- 
man H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Nichols, Palmer, 
Parker, Pendleton, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Purviance, Ricaud, 
Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Seward, Aaron Shaw, John Sher- 
man, Judson W. Sherman, Robert Smith, Stanton, Steven- 
son, Tappan, George Taylor, Thompson, Tompkins, Un- 
derwood, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Ellihu B. i| 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, and Augustus R. Wright— || 
07 i 
NAYS—Messars. Abl, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bishop, 
Bonham, Bryan, Burnett, Caskie, Clemens, Clingman, 
Cobb, Cox, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, 
Dowdeli, Edmundson, Florence, Gartrell, Greenwood, || 
Gregg, Groesbeck, Hawkins, Hill, Houston, Hughes, Jack- || 
son, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, | 
Owen Jones, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, McQueen, Miles, 
Miilson, Moore, Niblack, Peyton, Phelps, Powell, Quit- | 
man, Ready, Reagan, Ritchie, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, 
Scales, Henry M. Shaw, William Smith, Spinner, James || 
A. Stewart, Miles Taylor, Trippe, Watkins, White, Whitc- || 
ley, Winslow, and Wortendyke—63. 


j 


| 





So the bill was passed. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. BARKSDALE stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Davis, was absent in consequence of sick- 
ness in his family, and had en off with Mr. 
Marreson. 

Mr. SHAW, of Illinois, stated that Mr. Fotry 
was confined to his room by sickness. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE made a similar statement 
in regard to Mr. Leacu. 

Mr. KEITT stated that Mr. Garnerr had 
been obliged to leave the city on business, and 
had paired off with Mr. Hickman; and that he 
(Mr. Kerrr) had paired off with Mr. Wixson. 

Mr. BARKSDALE stated that Mr. Sincieton 
wus necessarily absent, and had paired off upon 
the police bill with Mr. Porrie, and on the Kan- 
sas question with Mr. Leacn. 

Mr. HOARD stated that Mr. Tuayer was ab- 
sent on account of sickness in his family. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York, having voted 
‘*ay,’’ withdrew his vote, and stated that he 
had paired off until Wednesday next with Mr. 
Branca upon the Kansas and Minnesota ques- 
tions, and, for fear of misapprehension, preferred 
not to vote at all. 

Mr. QUITMAN stated that he voted against | 
the bill on account of the second section. 
Mr. HILL stated that he voted against the bill 
because he believed the allowance made in the sec- 


ond section was too large; he would haye voted || 


for a portion of it. 

The result of the vote having been announced, 
as above recorded, 

Mr. CLAY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


RICHARD WEIGHTMAN. 


A biil (H. R. No. 64) for the relief of Richard 
Weightman was reported from the Committee of 


the Whole House, with a recommendation that | 


it do not pass; and the question being ‘‘ Shall the 
bill be engrossed, and read a third time ?”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the | 
bill upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- || 


sider the vote by which the bill was laid upon the 


table; and also moved to lay the motion to re- || 


consider upon the table. 
Ihe latter motion was agreed to. 


GBORGE W. BISCOE. 


A bill (HL. R, No. 203) for the relief of George 
W. Biscoe, was reported from the Committee of 
the Whole House, with a recommendation that it 
do pass. 

he bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


CAPTAIN JAMES MC. M’INTOSH. 


A bill (H. R. No. 80) for the relief of Captain 
James Mc. McIntosh, of the United States Navy, 
was reported from the Committee of the Whole 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

‘The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


| draw that objection; for, as we are going to ad- 


| Mr. ATKINS. 


| “Mr. STANTON. 


lay the motion to reconsider upon the table 
The latter motion was agreed to | 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
Mr. SEWARD. I made objection this morn- 


| ing to the request of the gentleman from Penn- 
_sylvania [Mr. J. Grancy Jones] that the con- 
| sular and diplomatic appropriation bill, with the | 
' amendments of the Senate thereto, should be taken 


from the Speaker’s table, and referred to the Com- | 
mittee of Waysand Means. I now wish to with- 


journ soon, it is important to the country that the | 
appropriation bills should be disposed of. 

o further objection being made, the bill, with 
the amendments of the Senate thereto, was taken 


up» and referred to the Committee of Ways and 1 
| Means. } reading. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication fromthe War 
Department, transmitting the report of Colonel 
Johnson, surveyor of the southern boundary line 
of Kansas, with map; and also a communication 


in answer to the resolution of the House of 16th | 


March, 1856, transmitting the reports of Captains 
Sitgreaves and Woodruff. 

‘The communications were laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS OF NEW YORK. 


Mr. RUSSELL. ILask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which pre- 
vious notice has been given, to divide the State 

| of New York into three judicial districts. 
Mr. STANTON. I object. We had better do 
| things in the regular order. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. 
now adjourn. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


| Mr. HILL. I move that when the House ad- 

| journs, itadjourn to meet on Monday next. 

| The motion was disagreed to—ayes thirty- 
eight, noes not counted. 


LYDIA FLETCHER. 


I ask my friend from Louisi- 
| ana to withdraw the motion to adjourn for a mo- 
ment. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I withdraw it. 

Mr. ATKINS. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill for the relief of 
| Lydia Fletcher, for reference = 
I object. e all have pri- 

vate bills which we want to introduce. 
| Mr. ATKINS. 


\ 


have been on the floor since I have been a mem- 
ber of the House. I shall object, hereafter, to 
everything. 

On motion of Mr. FENTON, the House (at 
five minutes after four o’clock, p.m.) adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, -2pril 17, 1858. 
Prayer by Rev. W. H. Cuapman. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 482) regulating the com- 
pensation of officers and marines of the revenue 
cutters, was read twice by its title, and referred to 
| the Committee on Commerce. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


| Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of 
Thomas G. Clinton, for an amendment of the 
| patent laws; which was referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Patents and the Patent Office. 
Mr. GREEN presented additional 
lating to the claims of J. C. Irwin & 
| J. and R. H. Porter; which were referred to the 
|| Committee on Military Affairs and Militia 
‘|| Mr. TRUMBULL presented a paper relative 
| to the claim of Benjamin Page and Henry E. 
'| Page, heirs of Benjamin Page, deceased, to in- 
|| demnity for French spoliations prior to the year 
| 1800; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


| 


I move that the House do | 


It is very singular that objec- | 
tion should be made. This is the second time I | 


table. 

Mr. KING presented a petition of citizens of 
New York, praying that pensions may be granted 
to those who served in the war of 1812, and to the 
widows of those deceased; which was referred to 

| the Committee on Pensions. 

| _ He also presented the memorial of James M 
Rich, and others, heirs of Robertand John Mont. 
gomery, praying for indemnity for French Spo- 
lations committed prior to 1800; which was or. 
dered to lie on the table. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BIGLER, from the Committee on Com. 
| merce, to whom was referred the petition of 
Charles Knap, reported a bill (S. No. 379) for hig 
relief; which was read, and passed to a second 


MEETING OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. FOOT. The other morning I introduceg 
| a joint resolution changing the time of the meet. 


| 


| ing of the next session of Congress. I desire 


either to withdraw that resolution or that it ma 

| be laid on the table, and to introduce a bill to make 
the same provision, as I find that that course is in 
accordance with precedent. I therefore move that 
the resolution lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FOOT. I now ask leave to introduce a bill 
on the same subject, and that it lie over for future 
consideration. 

Leave was granted to introduce the bill (S. No, 
271) fixing the time for the next meeting of Con- 
gress; and it was read twice by its title. 

Mr. FOOT. Let the bill be read at length, 
that the Senate may understand it. 

The Clerk read it, as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., That, after the adjournment of the 


present session, the next meeting of Congress shall be on 
the first Monday of November next. 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. STUART. If there are no further peti- 
tions and reports, I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the unfinished business of 
eG 
Mr. HUNTER. Does the gentleman mean 
|| only for the morning hour, or for the day? 

Mr. STUART. Only to dispose of the unfin- 
ished business—a little bill which can be passed 
in fifteen minutes. 
|| Mr. HUNTER. I will say to the Senator that 
I will not object, if he will agree to lay it aside at 
one o’clock, if it be not diposed of then. 

Mr. GWIN. I have no objection to the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Michigan, with the un- 
derstanding that at one o’clock the special order 
shall not be interfered with. I shall ask the Sen- 
ate to proceed to the consideration of the special 
| order at that hour. 
| Mr.STUART. The business of the Senate, 
|| will say to the Senator from California, will take 
| precedence at one o’clock; but it is a small bill, 
/ and I suppose it can be got out of the way in 4 
| very short time. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is it in order for me now to 
move to postpone all prior orders in order to take 
| up the deficiency bill? 
|. The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That would 
| : 
| be in order. 





} 


} 
| 
| 
| 











Mr. HUNTER. Then I submit that motion. 

Mr. GWIN. Would that supersede the spe- 
cial order at one o’clock ? 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand that it would. 

Mr. GWIN. Then | must oppose that motion. 
The Pacific railroad bill has been postponed again 
and again, and I feel it to be my duty to insist 08 
| its being considered. If the deficiency bill could 
| be disposed of to-day, I should have no objection 
|| to taking it up and passing it; but I believe there 
will be a debate of days upon it; and I fee! mysel! 


| 





| 
apers re- || bound to oppose taking up any measure that wil 
o., and of rd 


set aside the special order which has been 80 long 
before the Senate. I do not wish to interfere with 
the appropriation bill if it will not take long. 

| Mr. HUNTER. If the deficiency bill is t be 
debated for days, there is the more reason for wd 
ceeding at once with its consideration. | canno 
'| tell how long it will be debated. I think the Ser- 
| 








ate ought to take it up, and determine whether 


| Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of cit- || re? will furnish these supplies or not. It is tame 


the northern route in the construction of the 


|| izens of Detroit, Michigan, for the adoption of | 
‘Mr. MAYNARD moved to reconsider the vote | 


it should be known one way or the other. I move 
to take it up 


| 
' 
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1858. 
~ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. I will remark | 
to the Senator from Virginia that it would not be | 
strictly in order now to move to postpone the 

special order, which does not come up until one 
o'clock. When the hour arrives, and the special | 
order is before the Senate, the Senator can move 
to postpon it. ¥ 

Mr. HUNTER. Then I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the deficiency bill, 
and at one o’clock I shall move to postpone the 
special orders. ; ; , 

Mr.STUART. The motion I submitted is one 
that has precedence over that of the Senator from 
Virginia. : 

Mr. HUNTER. Butif I move to postpone all 

rior orders, mine will have precedence; and I 
make that motion. , 

Mr. STUART. _I think not. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Iam averse to taking up 
the deficiency bill at present, for the reason that 
the information that was called for a day or two 
ago from the agg of War has not yet been 
gent to the Senate. Iam unwilling to proceed, | 
and I think the Senate ought not to pyre with 
its consideration until we are furnished with the | 
information which has been called for by the Sen- 
ate, and which I consider to be material. | 

Mr. HUNTER. I will state to the Senator 
that I believe the information will be here, prob- 
ably, inan hour. I do not think that it is mate- | 
rial, It is a mere call for copies of contracts, an | 
abstract of which we have already in a published 
document transmitted ia answer to a call from 
the House of Representatives. I think the Sen- | 
ate will have the information here long before the 
pill is decided upon, and we had better proceed | 
with it at once. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator may be cor- || 
rect, but we cannot tell with certainty whether 
the information will be here in the course of an || 
hour or of a day; and when it is here it will re- || 
quire some time for itsexamination. The Sena- | 
torshould reflect that there is more than one mem- | 
ber of the Senate who would like to look into it. | 
If he does not deem it material, I do. I think that || 
the facts which may be developed in answer to 
the call which we have made, may be very ma- 
terial to the consideration of the bill—at any rate 
the Senate ought to have an opportunity to judge. 
And as this bill has been brought into Congress 
at so recent a date; and as the necessity for that 
portion of it which is disputed, was known just 
aswell on the Ist day of Taauery as it is known 
to-day, or ought to have been known and under- 
stood, there certainly can be no very great occa- 
sion for hurrying it now, when the bill was only 
reported yesterday, and when we are yet calling | 
foranformation connected with it. 

Why, sir, it is perfectly manifest that so far as | 
the necessity for these supplies is concerned, on | 
the principle upon which they are demanded, the | 
Administration knew just as well on the Ist day 
of January what they should want, as they do || 
to-day; and yet this bill did not come from the | 
Committee of Ways and Means of the House of || 
Representatives ‘until within a very short time | 
past; and when the recommendation went for it to 
that committee we donot know. Itis a little too 
late when the matter has been so long delayed, | 
and all the information on which it is founded has 
existed for so long a time, now to say, that to-day | 
(especially when we are calling for information 
which is of so much consequence) it shall be 

ressed through. Ido not believe it will be de- | 
ated very much in this body. || 

Mr. HUNTER. I think the Senator is mis- | 
taken in supposing that the necessity for it is not |, 
more pressing now than it was on the Ist of Jan- | 
ary. The necessity for it is increasing every days | 
with the lapse of time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I did not say that. I said 
the facts on which the necessity for it is predi- 
cated, were just as well known to the Govern- 
ment then as they are to-day. 1] 

Mr. HUNTER. I think the Senator is mis- 
taken in that. Some of the facts on which the 
necessity for the bill is predicated were as well 
hown then as now, but others were not. Be 
Hat as it may, however, | think it is perfectly | 
manifest, and 1 submit it to the Senate without de- | 
bate, that we ought to decide whether there shall 

further supplies furnished or not. If we do | 

not mean to furnish them, there will be no use for 
sending out the troops we have recently author- | 
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ized to be raised. If we intend to do so, we ought | day, and has been laid on our tables within the 


| 


to do it as soon as possible. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask whether | 
even if we had the information alluded to by the 
Senator from Maine, there is ay hope that we 
can dispose of the whole bill to-day? Does the 
Senator from Virginia believe that it can be dis- 
posed of in one day? I have no idea that it can, 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no idea that it can. I 
can dispose of it so far as I am concerned, in one 
day. I have made up my mind. I do notknow 
how long it will take. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 


Does the in- 
a very few appropriations in the bill? 
Mr. FESSENDEN. It relates to the most im- | 
portant part of the bill; and that is the appropri- | 
ations for the Army. 
Mr. HUNTER. The information called for is 
gopies of contracts made by the Secretary of War | 
in regard to transportation and subsistence. I 
think it will be down to-day. It certainly will be 
down before long. It is true it is not here now. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Then the in- | 
formation relates to one point. I imagine that 
every gentleman here believes we shall not get 
through with this bill in one day. There isa great | 
deal of the bill not to be affected by thisinformation. | 


|| Why not go on and dispose of those portions of 


the bill in regard to which there is no necessity of 
waiting for information? Those parts of the bill, 
I presume, will take more than this day to dis- 
pose of. Ido not see why we should not proceed | 
at once to the consideration of those parts, and | 
when we come to those sections of the bill in 

regard to which information is called for on the 


| Senator’s objection and declaration that he wants 


further information, they can be passed over, to 
be taken up the next time the bill is considered. | 
Even if the information does not come until Mon- 
day, if on that day the Senator had not time to | 
examine it, 1 should, for one, vote, and I suppose | 
the other Senators would agree at once, that that 
particular section should be laid over until he had 
an Opportunity to examine it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I would not press the Senate 
for a vote to-day in regard to those items on which | 
information is sought. If we dispose of all the 
other items before the information comes, I shall 
be willing to lay the bill over till Monday. There | 


ments that will lead to discussion, probably. 
While I am up, I will say that I am informed by 


probably be here this morning. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. This bill has just been laid 
upon our tables since the motion was made by 
the Senator from Virginia. I have not yet had | 
time to examine it. Ido not know exactly how | 
many millions of money are appropriated by it, 
but I believe some ten million or more. It seems 
to me very unreasonable that we should be forced 
to act on such a bill before the members of the 
Senate can have an opportunity even to read it 
over and see what it is. It is known that very 
serious objections exist to this appropriation bill. | 
It is charged, and, as I believe, truly, though I 
have not had an opportunity to examine partic- 
ularly with regard to it, that a large amount of 
these appropriations arises out of contracts made 
without authority of law, and to supportan Army 
which has been used without authority of law. 


| It is charged, and proven by the statutes, that the 


Executive has been employing the Army of the 
United States for the last year, at great expense, 
in Kansas Territory, illegitimately, calling it a 
posse, and summoning thousands of men, at great 
expense—which we are now called upon to pay 
—from a remote portion of the Union into the 
Territory of Kansas. Besides, we have had an 
army wintering in the Rocky Mountains, which, 
I believe, is called a posse too, without any object, 
as I can conceive, in having that army there, for 
it would have been better to have started it this 
spring, from Fort Leavenworth. 

I do not propose now to argue this question at 
all, but I say it is very extraordinary that an 
effort should be made to hurry through the Sen- 
ate a bill which we have not had time to read, 
appropriating many millions of money—almost as 
many millions as it took cpeeeginve yeas ago to 
carry on the whole Government—and called a de- 
ficiency bill, before we have had an opportunity 


| to read it; a bill which was only reported yester- |) 


last ten minutes. I should like to have an oppor- 

tunity to examine this bill. I am not upon the 
Committee on Finance; I have never read the bill 
_ over; and I should like to have an opportunity to 
| look into it. I think it is an unreasonable haste 
to call itup on Saturday with a view to action 
; upon it. I hope the Senator from Virginia will 
letit go over until next week, so that we may have 
| an Opportunity to look into it, and to ascertain 
| whether these appropriations are based upon au- 


| . ee . 
| thority of law, or whether it is a usurpation on 


| the part of the Executive of this country which 
has created this great deficiency. If it is, I think 
the Senate may pause, and well pause, before it 
ere such a vast amount of money. 
fr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I am sure I 
do not desire to make any unreasonable request 
of the Senate; nor do I think I am asking any- 
thing unreasonable when I move to take up this 
bill for consideration to-day. It will be remem- 
bered that the Senate has determined to adjourn, 
finally, on the 7th of June. Now, if we are to 
adjourn at that time, it will be impossible for us 
to transact the necessary appropriation business 
unless we proceed more hastily than we have 
done heretofore, and use more dispatch. 

In regard to this bill; it is the same that has 
been debated for so long a time in the House ef 
Representatives, and copies of which have been 
sent here from the House of Representatives, and 
lying on our table for weeks. The only altera- 
tion recommended by the Finance Committee is, 
that we propose to strike out two items which 
were in the bill as it passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives. In regard to the questions of law 
which are suggested, they have been before the 
| country for months. It surely cannot be neces- 

sary to press the consideration of the defi- 
ciency bill in order to give gentlemen further time 
to make up their minds upon such a subject. I 
apprehend, when they come to examine it, it will 
not require the Senute long to determine whether 
the President has the power to post the troops at 
his own discretion, for that is all that has Seon 
done so far. 

Mr. PUGH. I wish to correct the Senator from 
Illinois. This bill was ordered to be printed and 
laid on our tables, on the 12th day of April, and 
here is a copy of it—the House bill, as it passed 
the House of Representatives, with the Clerk's 
certificate. It was ‘‘ read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed.’’ I knew I had read a copy of it on the 
table of the Senate before. It was printed on the 
12th of April, and the only difference between this 
printed copy, and the copy that has just been 
laid upon our tables, consists in the brackets = 
around paragraphs which the Committee on Fi- 
nance propose to strike out. ‘There is no other 
difference, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator from Ohio 
has ascertained what the difference is, he has as- 
certained it since this debate commenced. The 
bill was not laid on our tables until after the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Virginia was made, at 
least not on my table; and how the Senator from 
Ohio knows what the difference is between the 
bills, unless he has derived it from the statement 
made by the Senator from Virginia, [ do not know. 
I have not had time to compare the bills. It is 

true, a House bill was printed and sent here, and 
| referred to the Committee on Finance, and they 
have made’some amendments to it. Now we have 
learned, by a statement made within a few min- 
utes, something of what the character of those 
amendments is; but we have not had time to read 
| and compare the bills since it was laid on the table 
| as amended by the committee. The fact that a 
different bill from the one before us, passed the 
House of Representatives, does not contradict the 
statement which I made, that the bill upon which 
we are called to act has come here within the last 
fifteen minutes. 

Mr. PUGH. Now, sir, if I took the Senator 
from Illinois on his own statement, he would be 
| no better off. Suppose I had ascertained the fact 
| to be that the bill just laid on our tables does net 

differ from the bill formerly laid on our tables, all 
his argument that we have had a copy i within 
the last five minutes, is gone; for we had before 
| a copy which does not differ from this one. But 
the fact is that I listened better than the Senator, 
my recollection is that the chairman of the Com- 
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mittee on Finance said, when he reported the bill, 
that the only difference was that he proposed to 
strike out certain items. I think he made that 
Statement. 

Nor, sir, do I see any necessity for delaying 
this bill on account of the alleged information we 
are to receive from the War Department. There is 
no appropriation in this bill for any contract; itis 
simply an appropriation forthe service of the quar- 
termaster’s and the commissary’s departments. 
We shall have to pass some bill; we shall have 
to make some appropriation; and if Senators find 
that there are illegal contracts, made by usurpa- 
tion of authority, and all that, let usannul them 
by joint resolution; but the bill must pass in some 
shape at last; and if itis to be passed at all, it 
must be passed very soon. 

I do not stand here to bandy responsibilities 
with the Administration. Let us admit, for the 
sake of the argument, all the Senator from Maine 
has said, to wit: that the Administration knew in 
the month of January, as well as they know now, 
the necessity of this bill; let us admit, for the sake 
of the argument, that the Administration have not 
done their duty: we ought todo ourduty. Now, 
the Administration send us the bill; it is urged 
upon our attention as a matter of the utmost im- 
portance; and especially as we have ourselves 
authorized an increase of the forces for the short 

veriod of eighteen months, if there is to be any 
venefit at all from that increase of the troops, the 
Government must be furnished with the means, 
for if the regiments are not going to march now, 
we had better repeal the law we have lately passed. 

I see nothing in any allegation of illegal con- 
tracts, or of fraudulent contracts, or of executive 
mismanagement, or of usurpation, that ought to 
prevent the Senate from taking up this bill for 
consideration. Whatthe particular items may be, 
what may be my individual opinion on them, l 
shall not now express; I do not know that 1 am 
prepared lo express any 0 inion, but it seems to 
me that if we are to pass the bill at all, we ought 
to take it upimmediately, and proceed to its con- 
sideration. I shall, therefore, vote for the motion 
of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I ama little surprised at 
the information which the Senator from Ohio 
communicates to the Senate, that this bill has 
nothing to do with any contracts which have been 
made, or are proposed to be made, by the exec- 
utive department, because in the information that 
has been furnished to us by the Administration 
we are told that it has relation not only to con- 
tracts that have been made, but to contracts that 
are proposed to be made by the quartermaster’s 
department. This being the case, am, as amem- 
ber of the Committee on Finance, rather ‘struck 
up’? with this new information derived from the 
Senator from Ohio on that point. Itis at war 
with the information we have received from high 
quarters, 

Now, sir, all I have to say in regard to the in- 
formation which I desire, is that on the Senator’s 
own showing, it is important; because having re- 
lation, as it has, to the appropriations contained 
in the bill, I want to know what the contracts 
are, how they have been entered into, what they 
are for, and the power of the Government in re- 
lation to them, and what the Government pro- 
poses todo. Itis hardly an answer to me to say 
that this information, so distinctly relating, as it 
does, to the subject-matter, has nothing to do 
with the question whether we will supply the very 
money asked for by these contracts. I think it 
has a material relation to that very question. But, 
sir, Lam not disposed to argue the merits of the 
bill now, or to denounce the Administration for 
what it has done, and what it proposes to do, in 
advanee. ‘The motion now before us is a simple 
question of taking up the bill, and upon that I do 
not deem it proper to go into a matter of that de- 
scription. 

1 wish to remark, however, in illustration of 
what! said before, that there are some things which 
look a litle strange tome. All the information 
upon which is predicated the necessity of moving 
on Saturday instead of moving on Monday in re- 
lation to this bill, upon the ground that there is 
an immediate and pressing urgency, was, as I 
shall be able to show, and am able to show now, 
if I choose to go into it, just as much in the pos- 
session of the Administration months ago as itis 


, made is by no means a satisfactory one. 
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months before they moved at all for obtaining sup- 
plies by this bill. The answer which has been 

If the 
Government which presses upon us this great ur- 
gency (for I take it to be a pressure by the Exec- 
utive Government) has been resting quiet undera 


| knowledge of the facts, itis a proof, to my mind, 


that the urgency in fact does not exist to the ex- 
tent now pretended, If they knew all the facts 
so long a time ago, and yet did not move, they 
are driven to this difficulty: either the urgency 
does not exist, or they are stupidly ignorant and 
neglectful of their own duty. Gentlemen may 
take which horn of the dilemma they choose. If 
the Administration possessed the information and 
did not move, it proves either that there was no 
necessity for moving, or that they knew nothing 
about their own duties; or, if they did know, it 
proves that they were most neglectful of them 
and have most grossly neglected them up to thé 
present time. 

Now, sir, what do I ask? The Senator from 
Ohio says he is ready to proceed; he understands 
it all, because this bill was laid upon his table, I 
do not know how long ago—some two or three 
weeks since. Why, sir, everybody here knows 
that we do not look at and study bills which are 
laid on our tables, printed by order of the House 
of Representatives, until they come before us, and 
have been.under the consideration of our commit- 
tees. Look at the heading of the bill in this case: 
‘* In the House of Representatives.’’ When was 
it brought here? 

Mr. PUGH. 
United States.”’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. When? 

Mr. PUGH. On the 12th of April. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That cannot be. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The bill was 
printed under an order of the Senate of the 12th 
of April, and, if | understand aright, the Senator 
from Maine, in his committee, has had before him 
a printed bill, printed by the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That might have been so; 
but itis a House bill. The bill has never been 


It says, ‘‘In the Senate of the 


| in the Senate at all until it came from our com- 


mittee. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Then it is 
alleged that there are but two changes from the 
House bill. Besides, it is agreed—at least, I be- 
lieve the Senator from Virginia has assented to it 
—that any section upon which the Senator from 
Maine wants information, shall be passed over. 
Moreover, the bill was printed in the other House 
long since, and the whole of it, with the discus- 
sion on it, has been printed in the congressional 
debates of the House. It has been printed four 
times. That is the fact. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. My honorable friend is 
talking upon a point to which [ have not hs al- 
luded; and it is unnecessary to that of which I 
am speaking, to say that certain other things ma 
be done. I was alluding to the fact that the bill, 
as a Senate bill, has not been before us atall until 
it came here this morning. 

Mr. PUGH. TheSenatoris mistaken. Here 
isacopy—he can read it—printed by order of the 
Senate, after it passed the House, with the Clerk’s 
certificate atthe bottom. If he will read the copy, 
he will see he is in error. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from Ohio 
seems determined not to understand me. I say 
itis not our habit to read over House bills—at any 
rate itis not mine—or to consider them, until they 


have been referred to a committee of the Senate, | 


and considered by thatcommittee. This bill never 
came into this body until the first of this week. 
Itcame here from the House, I think, on Monday 
last. 


took itup on Tuesday. What is so easy to be 


comprehended and apprehended by the Senator | 
to go on with it now, | 


from Ohio that he is read 
understanding all about it, took the committee 
three days of close, careful examination of doc- 
uments, and figures, and subject-matters in order 


| to enable them to understand it, so as to report 


upon it to the Senate. 


| men, that it takes them three days to do what the 


to-day, and was in their possession weeks and || 


Senator from Ohio can do off-hand without any 
trouble at all. 
ful consideration of that committee, with its dis- 
coer able, and experienced chairman at the 
1eac 


It was referred to our committee, and we || 


The Committee on Fi- | 
nance is so composed, it is made up of such dull 


The bill has been under the care- || 


E. 


. 
April 17, 
The bill, as I have said, came into the Se 
for actual examination, from the committee 
yesterday. A call has been made for information 
which the chairman will bear me witness | wanted 
to call for in the committee, and he suggested to 
me that the bill might be reported, and | might 
get my information before the bill was debated 
by a call from the Senate itself. This was his 
own suggestion, to which I assented. The bjt) 
came in, therefore, on my assent, under these ¢ 
cumstances, it being understood that I micht 
the information here, if I desired it, before pro- 
ceeding with this bill. Now, under these circum. 
stances, it is laid before this body, who have had 
no opportunity to examine it such as they desire 
with the business before the Senate; and yet we 
are called upon to take it up on one day instead 
of another, the day after it is reported to the Sep. 
ate, when the information called for has not been 
obtained. 
Mr. HUNTER. Will the Senator allow me t, 
explain? I certainly did not understand that the 
committee had agreed that the bill should be post. 
yoned until the Senator obtained his information. 
f I had, I should have made no such motion ag 
| I have made to-day; but the Senator Proposed 
that the committee should inquire, and I suggested 
that he had better make his inquiry through the 
| Senate. He made it on one day, and the bill was 
not reported until the day after. This is now the 
second day since the call was made. I gave notice 
yesterday that [ should call up the bill to-day, | 
certainly would not, on any such understanding, 
| have made a proposition to take it up. 6 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I did not intimate at al|— 
| and I hope the chairman will not so suppose— 
| that he violates any agreement or understanding 
I referred simply to what he said, and what was 
my understanding. I stated in the committee, if 
he willallow me to refer to the conversation there, 
and if itis not proper I will not refer to itat all|— 
I make no charge upon him, but it is simply in 
reference to myself—that I desired to obtain this 
| information before the bill was reported, for the 
reason, as I stated, that I thought I should wish 
to propose certain amendments to the bill which 
I could not propose until [ obtained the informa- 
tion. It was then suggested that the bill might 
be reported, that I might call for my information 
in the Senate, have it here, and then prepare my 
amendments, and do what I desired. Well, what 
isthe result?) The billcamein. Simultaneously 
upon its report I put in my call for information. 
That call has not been answered. I have not been 
able to come to any conclusion in my own mind 
as to whether I shall propose the amendments or 
what they shall be. 
Now, t will say to my honorable friend ffm 
Arkansas, that with regard to the amendments 
| proposed by the Committee on Finance, I regard 
them as very unimportant parts of the bill. The 
great question to be considered is upon the Army 
| appropriations, the principles upon which the 
Army appropriations are founded, and the amount 
| that is Tematited by the Administration. There 
| is acontest upon them. The othersare very small 
| matters; you may dispose of them ina very short 
| time, and you will not affect the main question. 
The information I desire, and the consideration 
which I shall attempt to give to this bill after I get 
|| the information, goes to the root of the matter In 
dispute. Although I am disposed to treat the 
Government fairly, I hope, and to treat this ques- 
tion fairly—notto indulge in denunciations unless 
those denunciations are deserved, and I shall think 
them of some importance—yet I do not wish to 
| be called upon when I have objected to this course, 
nd when [ have demanded this information in 
order to enlighten me upon the. question, to be 
forced into a consigeration of this bill. Nor dol 
wish other gentlemen who have not had the tenth 
art of the opportunity I have had to look into the 
Dit to be forced into its consideration without 
having the reasonable time that we ought to have. 
I do not know that I shall oppose the bill at all; 
I cannot say that I shall; but I wish to have time 
to look and see what the real facts are in relation 
to it. , 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, this bill 
is evidently a very urgent one. Its immediate 
passage is required by the necessities of the Gov- 
||ernment. The Senator from Virginia is pressing 
| its consideration to-day. We all appreciate his 
| motives in so doing; but I would suggest to him, 
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under the circumstances, whether, if by common 
consent we were to make it the special order for 
half past twelve o’clock on Mon ay, we should 
not get along as fast as by pressing it ey 
That will give gentlemen an opportunity of loo 
ing at the bill between to-day and Monday, and 
then we can go on with it on Monday morning. 
Mr. HUNTER. If we can have an under- 
standing that we shall take it up, by general con- 
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| Senate was requested: 


| W. Biscoe; 
A bill (H. R. No. 80) for the relief of Captain 

| James Mc. McIntosh of the United States Navy; 

A bill (AH. R. No. 488) for the relief of Cassius 

| M. Clay; and 

( 


A bill (H. R. No. 489) for the relief of congres- 


sent, at half past twelve o’clock on Monday, I || sional township numbered twenty-seven north, 


shall not object to that, , 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will not object to that 
if we can have the information to-day, so that we 
shall have time to look into it. 

Mr. HALE. I shall propose, when the bill 
comes up, an amendment, which, though brief, is 
a very important one, and goes to the root of the 
whole thing; and, by common consent, I should 
like to have it introduced and printed, so that it 
may be before the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. With the understanding sug- 
gested by the Senator from Louisiana, I shall not 
object to the postponement, 

Mr. KING. This information will be here to- 


day? . ‘ ; 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir; the understanding 
js that it shall. 

The Clerk read Mr. Haxe’s proposed amend- 
ment, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That no contract shall hereaf- 
ter be made by any officer or agent of the Goveruinent, ex- 
cept under a law authorizing the same, or under an appro- 
priation adequate to its fulfillment. 

Mr. HUNTER. Will the Senator allow me to 
move to take up the bill for the purpose of mov- 


ing that it be made the special order for half past | 


twelve o’clock on Monday? 
Mr. HALE. Certainly. : 


Mr. HUNTER. 1 ask general consent to sub- | 


mit that motion. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken up. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move that it be made the 
special order for half past twelve o’clock on Mon- 
day. 

Mr. PUGH. Before that question is taken, I 
think it is necessary for me to make some answer 
to the assault of the Senator from Maine, which 
was wholly unnecessary, and, I suppose, meant 
for his own personal justification. I pretended 
to no information, except from reading the bill. 


lsay the bill does not purport to carry out any | 


contract; and therefore anything that relates to a 


contract made or to be made is not germane to | 


the question of taking up the bill. As to the rest 
of it, my statement was, that this bill had been 
printed by order of the Senate; for I asked the 
Senator from Virginia to have it printed when it 
was read the second time, in order that I might 
read it. I do not pretend to learn faster than 
the Committee on Finance, but I do not think it 
would take even the Senator from Maine three 
days to tell us what he knows about it; and if 
he was three days in finding it out, I thought he 
might proceed to tell us; and if we came to any 
pont of difficulty, then the bill might go over. I 
have no doubt, from what I have heard from the 
Senator from Illinois and others, that it will be 
debated two or three days; and I can see no ob- 
ject in the language of the Senator from Maine, 
except to cover his own retreat by a false attack. 
Mr. HALE. Mr. President 
Mr. HUNTER. 
Yote to be taken on my motion to postpone, and 
then have his amendment printed ? 
_Mr. HALE. I shall not ocupy time, but I de- 
sire tT to state a fact, so that the Senate may 
see what I intend by the amendment. By the 





sixth section of the act of May 1, 1820, all con- | 
tracts on behalf of the Government are forbidden, | 


unless under a law or an appropriation adequate 
to its fulfillment, except for the quartermaster’s 
epartment, and I propose to repeal that excep- 
uon. That is.the gist of my amendment. 


The motion to make the bill the special order 


for half past twelve o’clock on Monday was 
agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. I now move that my amendment 
be printed. 


The motion was agreed to. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of | 


€presentatives, by Mr. J. F. Carter, its Chief 
lerk, announcing that the House liad passed the 





Will the Senator allow the 


| of range numbered six east, in Wabash county, 
| in the State of Indiana. 


202) for the relief of Major Jeremiah Y. Dashiell, 
paymaster in the United States Army. 


| ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
of the House.of Representatives had signed the 
| following enrolled bills; which thereupon received 
the signature of the President pro tempore: 

An act to authorize a register to be issued to the 
steamer Fearless; and 

An act for the relief of the owners of the bark 
Attica, of Portland, Maine. 


re HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read twice by their titles, and re- 
ferred as indicated: 

A bill (No. 488) for the relief of Cassius M. 
Clay—to the Committee on Claims. 


Me. Melntosh, of the United States Navy—to the 
, Committee on Naval Affairs. 
A bill (No. 203) for the relief of George W. 
|| Biseoe—to the Committee on Claims. 
|| A bill No, (489) for the relief of congressional 
township numbered twenty-seven north, of range 
/ numbered six east, in Wabash county, in the 
State of Indiana—to the Committee on Public 


Lands. 
COMMANDER THOMAS J. PAGE. 


|| Mr. HOUSTON. I requested a motion to be 
entered yesterday to reconsider the bill that was 
passed in favor of Thomas Jefferson Page, of the 
United States Navy. My reason was the want 
of correspondence between the statement of that 
officer and what I believed to be the facts of the 

| case. Whether that officer is to blame, or whether 
he has misapprehended the facts in his statement, 
or whether the Department was culpable and de- 
linquent in its duty, [do not know. I see in the 
statement of the officer, that he says: 

* He was not even allowed a clerk by the Department. 
The extent of country to be explored, both by land and 
water, necessarily mvolved, at various times, not only a 
separation of portions of the officers and ‘ship's company’ 
from the vessel, but also made it necessary that the peti 
tioner himself should be absent for periods of trom one to 
six mouths. It will be perceived that, bad he remained on 
board to attend in person to the duties of purser, ic could 
not have properly discharged, uader his instructions, the 
more important duties of the expedition, and that, in obey- 
ing his instructions, he was necessarily compelled to intrust 
to others not only the command of the vessel, but the dis- 
charge of the purser’s duties also.”? 


Now, Mr. President, if the Department sent 
him out unprepared, the Secretary of the Nav 
was to blame for that. If, however, he had all the 

| necessary appliances and conveniences that are 
usual on such occasions, he has failed in the dis- 
charge of his duty. It is to be presumed that an 
officer who is placed in command of a vessel at 
sea, is not only familiar with his own duty, but 
with all the duties subordinate to his own, so that 
he may be enabled to execute the purposes of the 
Government understandingly. If he is not ac- 
| quainted with all the duties subordinate to his 
own, he is incapable of the duties of a command- 
ing Officer; and for this reason I insist that either 
the officer himself is to blame in his statement, or 
that the Department failed in discharging its duty. 

He says he had no clerk. Now, sir, l have in- 

formed myself on that subject; and I have a state- 
| ment from the Department that he had a clerk— 
for whom $590 was paid—and it was upon his 
voucher that this clerk was paid. Therefore, his 
assertion that he had no clerk, and the letter of 
the Department showing that a clerk has been 
paid, seem to be in conflict, . ; 
It is not unusual, but customary, under the cir- 
|| cumstances under which he sailed in the seryice 
upon which he was detailed, that the commanding 
officer of the vessel shall actas purser; because the 
'\ duties are not sufficient to require a purser to be 


BE. 


|| A bill (HL. R. No. 203) for the relief of George 


Also that the House had poured a bill (S. No. | 


A bill (No. 80) for the relief of Captain James 
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‘ * a ' omen oe > iy : ee nn Roe 
| following bills, in which the concurrence of the || sent from vessels o€ superior character and size. 


He says furthermore: 
* The losses incurred, and for which he is held respons- 


| ible, arise from payment made to sailors who deserted from 
| the vessel in debt to the Government.” 


Sir, he had no right to let the sailors contract 
a debt of one cent. He was bound to see that 
they did not overgo their pay, and thatthey only 
received pay for services rendered, and after the 
services had been rendered. Instead of that, we 
find that they were paid in advance by the pur- 
ser’s steward. He had his clerk to supervise the 
action of the purser’s steward, and he must have 
been in communication with his clerk; so that this 
remissness in attending to the duties of purser 
either grew out of his own neglect or the villainy of 
men on whom he relied; and he must have selected 
the individuals for the discharge of these subordi- 
nate duties and therefore he is responsible for their 
acts under him. 

Mr. GWIN. I do not like to interrupt the 
Senator, but the hour for the consideration of the 
special order has arrived. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This is a privileged mo- 
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A motion to 
reconsider is a privileged question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I shall make a speech against 
the Senator’s railroad project when it comes up; 
but it is not in order now. 

Mr. GWIN. We expect him to do that. 

Mr. HOUSTON. IJ will do it. The statement 
of Mr. Page further says: 

* The money for which he is held responsible was not 
spent contrary to law, but through ignorance, in part, of 
regulations with which he could not have been supposed 
to be familiar, inasmuch as they did not relate to his duties 
proper, and he knew nothing of their existence, and, in 
part, through errors of the steward, in whom, as above 
stated, he was necessarily obliged to confide much in the 
ealeutation of accounts,’ &c. 

Where was his clerk? He was there, for he 
was paid; the Department certifies that he was 
paid. ‘This is one of the officers who were retained 
by the retiring board as competent morally, phys- 
ically, professionally, and in every other way. If 
he was, I insist that he was accountable for the 
performance of the duties of every officer under 
his command; and itis no plea that there was re- 
missness, or neglect, or malfeasance, in a subordi- 
nate, or that he was not familiar with their duties, 
for it is presumed, and it is a matter of fact, that 
every accomplished officer is familiar with all the 
duties subordinate to his station. Noofficer would 
possess power and accomplishments with the rank 
of captain in the Army if he was not also ac- 
quainted familiarly, so far as the required intelli- 
gence would go, with all the duties connected with 
a general’s station, He is not professionally qual- 
ified for the discharge of the duties of an officer 
of his rank unless he is familiar with all that are 
subordinate to his station. He must have gone 
from midshipman to passed midshipman, to lieu- 
tenant, and to commander; and he must know 
what the duties of a purser are; he must knew the 
duties of aclerk; he must be able to determine the 

| difference between a purser’s steward and the 
| clerk of a vessel. Itis presumed that the Depart- 
ment had prepared him, as is customary on such 
occasions, and afforded him all the facilities that 
were required for the execution of the orders and 
| commands with which he was intrusted. For the 
reasons | have stated, I move that the vote pass- 
| ing the bill for his relief be reconsidered. 

Mr. MASON. There were two small bills which 
passed at my instance a day or two since, one of 
which authorizes the payment of the sam of $75 

| to Commander Page, for the actual expenses in- 
| curred by him, he not being an accountant, in 
stating the accounts of the pursership before the 
Department on a cruise of three years and five 
| months, chiefly in the La Plata river, The other 
is‘to authorize the accounting officers to allow him 
a creditor credits amounting altogether to $354 46, 
for charges in the purser’s account of the ship, 
which, according to the rules of the Department, 
seq not to have been legitimate charges on the 
part of the purser, Jt is stated in the report which 
|, was made by the Senator from Florida, [Mr. 
Mattory,] the chairman of the Committee on 
| Naval Affairs, as the report of the committee, that 


| in their jadgment, these allowances ought to be 


made, for the reasons stated by them. 
Now, the reasons stated in the report are not 
| that Conamander Page was ignorant of the duties 
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of a purser, but that, when this gentleman was | 
commanding that ship, from the necessary duties | 
of his position—for he was on an exploring expe- 
dition—it was utterly impossible for him to on 
n personal superintendence to that subject. I do 

not know whether he is familiar with the duties 
of a purser or not. I should think he would be a 
very extraordinary man if he were; because the 
duties of a purser are pretty much, in the detail, 
those of the keeper of a shop, who is required by 
the United States to issue from his storehouse 
minute articles of clothing, the minutest articles 
of dress, at stated prices, to the crew, and charge 


LL 2 


them accordingly; as well as to pay them their | 


wages, fix what they are to have, how it is to be 
charged, and what the prices are. These are mat- 
ters of minute arrangement from the naval regu- 
lations, as I understand. I doubt not that, if this 
gentleman could have remained on board his ves- 
sel,and given his personal superintendence to the 
duties of purser, substituting himself in place of 
a purser, these inaccuracies and errors would not 
have occurred; but I equally well know that, if 
he had done so, he would have disappointed the 
great object of his cruise, and he would have 
shown himself unworthy of the far higher trust | 


which was reposed in him, and which he has so | 


well discharged, in conducting the expedition to 
the La Plata. 

The honorable Senator from Texas objects that 
Captain Page was allowed aclerk Although it 
is stated in the report of the committee that he 
was not, the Senator presents a statement made | 
by A. 0. Dayton, who, I believe, is the Fourth 
Auditor of the Treasury, that Commander Page | 
** had a clerk, who was paid at the rate of $500 
per annum.’’ There would, therefore, seem to | 
be a discrepancy between the statement in the 
report and the statement of Mr. Dayton. I have 
not seen Mr. Page since this bill was passed, or 
since this objection was made; but I know, in the 
first place, as I dare say many Senators know, 
that Mr. Page is not only an officer of high posi- 
tion, but that he is a gentleman of undoubted 
honor and truth. Whatever he states I know is 
the truth; and I take it there is really no conflict 
of veracity between him and the accounting offi- 
cer. I should construe the statement in the report 
to mean this, that he was not allowed a clerk by 
the Department to act in the place of a purser. I 
believe it is usual to allow the captains of ships 
to have a captain’s clerk. I presume he means 
he was not allowed a clerk to act in the place of 
purser; because we find, in another part of the 
report, it is said that these errors were committed 
by the purser’s steward, on whom it would ap- 
pear that the active duties of a purser were neces- | 
sarily devolved. 

I know, from conversation with naval officers | 
very often, that when they are put in command 
of small vessels, they are not allowed a purser by 
the usage of the service. They are themselves 
not pursers; the duties of a purser are minute, in- 
volving a greatdeal of detail, a great deal of care- 
ful supervision in the management of the stores; 
and I know that these gentlemen frequently sus- 
tain loss, either from inaccuracies or infidelity on 
the part of the subordinates of the ship, on whom 
they are obliged to devolve these duties. | have 
thought it was a hardship in the service that du- 
ties should devdlve on them, involving responsi- 
bilities which are not properly a part of the naval 
duties of their station. but be that as it may, in 
this instance, this officer was in command of the 
steamer Water Witch, for the exploration and 
survey of the river La Plata and its tributaries. 
I have looked into his report, which has been 
made and printed by the Senate—not now, but 


some time since—and I have found, as he states, | 


that the duties of survey and exploration frequent- 


ly took him from his vessel, and sent him on lopg | 


journeys inland on the tributaries, and he was 
absent for five or six months at a time in the dis- 
charge of the duties confided to him on that ex- 
ploration. During that time, he left not only the 
command of the ship, but all the duties of purser, 


of necessity, in charge of a subordinate, the pur- | 


ser’s steward, and some of these inaccuracies, it 
seems, resulted from mere computation of figures. 

I will not detain the Senate, but say only that 
these inaccuracies are certified in the report from 
the Naval Committee to have been inaccuracies 
and errors only, involving no default whatever; 
for it is stated that all the moncy that is charged 
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here was actually paid, and the vouchers only 
| disallowed because they were not according to 


| the regulations of the service, inaccuracies result- 


ing, as the report also states, not from infidelity, 
but from ignorance and Te of the purser’s 
steward, on whom these duties 


officer. The whole is little over four hundred dol- 
lars. One bill is for $75, and the other for $354. 
I hope they will not be reconsidered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My friend from Virginia, I 
think, misapprehends the true state of the case. 
The petitioner says that a large portion, perhaps 
all, the money was paid to men in advance; that 
is, they were furnished and credited with their 
articles inadvance. This was contrary to the reg- 
ulations, and after having obtained this credit they 
deserted, leaving the Government deficient. That 
was no discharge of the duties. Any clerk, orany 
steward, would know very well that he was bound 
| by the regulations not to advance anything to sail- 

ors, but that he was to pay them up to the time 
they served. Their payments are regular; their 
issues are regular; the receipts taken from them 
| should be regular; and it is nothing to discharge 
the duty of purser. It isa very small thing to take 
memoranda from the men of what is paid; and no 
| difficulty can arise if the least care is exercised. 
As this officer was furnished with the ordinary 


| means given to officers placed in similar circum- | 


stances, if you set this precedent it will require 
the eternal action of this body to make up the de- 
ficiencies that officers will render to the Govern- 
ment for want of the proper vouchers, and the 
time of Congress will be used as accounting offi- 
cers to the Government in making up for deficien- 
cies, and misapplication of the means of the Gov- 
ernment, by granting relief to individuals. I am 
for holding to a strict accountability men who are 
intrusted with public funds; and if they are not 
careful in obtaining the requisite: vouchers, let 
them be responsible to the Government, and be 
docked in their pay or perquisites. It used to be 
so, and it ought to be so again. 

The motion to reconsider the vote on the pas- 
sage of the bill was rejected. 


INDIANA MEETING OF FRIENDS. 


Mr. STUART. I suppose the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday is first in order now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill (S. 
No. 46) to grant the right of preémption in certain 
lands to the Indiana yearly meeting of the Society 
of Friends being the unfinished business, is be- 
fore the Senate. That takes precedence of the 
special order. 

Mr. CLAY. I do not see the Senator from 
Arkansas [Mr. Jounson] in his seat. He desired 
to say something on this bill; and as he is a mem- 
ber of the committee who reported it, and is op- 
posed to it, | think the question ought not to be 
taken in his absence. He requested me—— 

Mr. STUART. The Senator is here, I think; 
he has been here all the morning. I presume he 
is about the building, and will be in before the bill 
is disposed of. I certainly would not take any 
advantage of his absence; but we adjourned on 
this bill yesterday. 

Mr. GWIN. I move to postpone this bill, in 
order to proceed to the consideration of the special 
ordér. I have no objection to the bill. 

Mr. STUART. 1 think it had better be dis- 
nosed of. 

Mr. GWIN. But a Senator who wishes to 
discuss it is not here. 1am in favor of the bill, 
and will agree to take it up in the morning hour 
at any time. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


evolved, the re- | 
sponsibility, however, being on the commanding | 
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Mr. POLK. With the consent of the Senate 
I should like to correct an error which I find I fel} 
into, on the day before yesterday, in the course 
of the remarks I had the honor to submit to the 
Senate on the Pacific railroad bill. I stated that 
the distance on the route surveyed on or near the 
thirty-fifth parallel by Lieutenant Whipple—the 
Whipple route [ will call it—from Fort Smith to 
_ the crossing on the Colorado, is one thousand three 
hundred and ninety-five miles, and from the Same 
point to the east bank of the Rio Grande is one 
thousand one hundred and thirty-five miles 
making a distance of only two hundred and sixty 
miles between the Rio Grande and the Rio Col. 
orado. 

1 ought to have said that ‘* the distance from the 

same point on the east bank of the Rio Grande jg 
eight hundred and fifty miles, leaving a distance 
of only five hundred and forty-five miles between 
the Rio Grande and Rio Colorado.”’ 
| IL said, also, that starting from the mouth of the 
| Kansas it would be necessary, in order to get on 
| the thirty-fifth parallel, to make a southing of 
| three hundred and fifty miles, being ninety miles 
| more than the entire distance between the Rio 
| Grande and the Colorado. Instead of “ ninet 
| miles more,”’ I ought to have said ‘* one hundred 
_and ninety-five miles less.’’ I further said that, 
in order to get from the mouth of the Big Sioux 
to the same parallel, it would be necessary to make 
a southing of five hundred and twenty miles, be- 
ing exactly twice as great as the distance between 
these two rivers on the Whipple route. Instead 
of ‘*exactly twice as great as the difference,” [ 
ought to have said ** twenty-five miles less than 
| the distance.’’ 
Mr. IVERSON. I wish to ask the indulgence 
| of the Senate to call the attention of the Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. Mason] to a statement which 
he made in his speech in relation to an amend- 
ment I had the honor to propose to the Pacific rail- 
road bill, and to ask him to correct it. He cer- 
tainly has done me very great injustice. I will 
call the attention of the Senator to that portion of 
his speech. He said: 

* The bill has been before us frequently before—not this 
particular bill, but this measure—and in various shapes. 
According to my recollection, when it was first introduced 
by an honorable Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusk,]} who, all 
here regret, is no longer with us, it was, as the amendment 
of the Senator from Georgia [Mr. ILveRson] proposes, upon 


a direct authority to the President to make a contract for 
the construction of the road.’’ 





Now, sir, my proposition is no such thing. The 
Senator certainly misunderstood it, or did not hear 
it. My proposition is not to authorize the Pres- 
ident to make a contract for the construction ofa 
road. It does not differ in that respect from the 
bill of the Senator from California. It authorizes 
the President to make a contract for the trans- 
portation of the mails and public property over the 
| road, and to advance so much upon that contract; 
nothing more. My whole speech was against the 

ower of the Government to construct the road 
| itself, and against the policy and expediency of 
it. ‘The Senator did not understand my proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. MASON. I doubt not the Senator has ac- 
curately stated his own position. The misappre- 
hensions under which I was at the time I made 
those remarks to the Senate, were derived either 
from acareless reading of the amendment the 
Senator had offered, or a misconstruction of what 
| he said. My impression was that he prope to 

fre power to the President to construct the road 





very willingly, and with much pleasure, make 
the correction. 


Mr. BRODERICK. I rise for the pu 
| correcting a remark that fell from me on 


ose of 
hurs- 


The motion of Mr. Gwin was agreed to; and the || day week last, when the railroad question was 


Senate resumed the consideration of the bill (S. 
No. 65) to authorize the President of the United 
States to contract for the transportation of the 
mails, troops, seamen, munitions of war, and all 


other Government service, by railroad, from the || them to decide.” 
Missouri river to San Francisco, in the State of || 


California; the pending question being on the 


before the Senate., I said : 


““f am satisfied that the emigrant route from Independ- 
ence to Carson valley, which strikes the border of Cali- 
fornia, will be selected by the contractors, if it is left to 





I intended to have said, ‘‘ from Independence 
to Noble’s Pass or Carson valley.” I make the 


1} 
} 


amendment of Mr. Dootrrrre to strike out of the || correction now for the purpose of having it set 
amendment of Mr. Pork the words “ or in the || right. 


western boundary line of the State of Missouri, || 


‘Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, I do not 


or of the State of Arkansas, between the mouth of || desire to say anything in relation to the pending 
the Big Sioux river and,’’ and insert ‘* between || amendment specially, but I wish to call the atten- 


Breckinridge, at the confluence of the Bois des || tion of the 


Sioux with the Red river of the North, on the 
western boundary of Minnesota.”’ 


nate to the condition of this bill. 
i Here is a bill that has been reported to us by & 


| special committee, andi really do not know, 8 
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a  mnavamenienen we have had to the 
far, how y think that anybody who has lis- 


| 





first section ° 


tened to the debates in the Senate must have be- || sued the transportation provided for in the bill | 


come satisfied that it is impossible to procure a | 
majority of this body to agree upon any one 
scheme at the present time, The bill now before | 
you, sit, proposes, as the labor of this special | 
~ommittee, to limit the point at which the termi- | 
nus of this road is to be established, on the east- | 
ern side, to the Missouri river, between the mouths || 
of the Big Sioux and the Kansas rivers. The | 
committee have, therefore, so far as lies in their 
nower, selected a route for this road. Ido not say 
they have done so in entire disregard of the sur- | 
yeys which have been made, or in entire disre- | 
ward of the cost and length of such a road; but it 
js obvious that it cannot be expected that gentle- | 
ynen here from the South can join in the passage | 
ofa bill which uses them of the benefit of this | 
great enterprise. If this billis to be passed on the | 
~round that the General Government has the | 
right to give assistance to any communication of | 
this kind with a view to facilitate military oper- | 
ations, let the bill be put upon the basis of a mil- | 
itary road, and then the object being solely to || 
provide a speedy and safe communication be- | 
tween the Atlantic and Pacific, let that communi- | 
cation be put upon such line as the contractors 
will agree to build it on for the least money, and 
inthe shortest time; but let us not, under the pre- | 
textof exercising the war powerof the Govern- | 
ment, provide a commercial road. 
Again, sir, let us not, under the pretext of pro- | 
viding for the transportation of the mail or mili- 
tary stores, build a railroad in States of the Union. | 
If the road is to be built by the Government, let | 
the bill state what it is; let it not evade or shirk 
the question; let it profess to be a bill for build- 
inga railroad to the Paeific ocean at the cost of 
the General Government, and let the people un- || 
derstand for what their money is ee 
I throw out these general considerations, not | 
having any desire to enter into a special discus- | 
sion of the bill, because it must be obvious to all || 
that we cannot agree upon any bill for this pur- | 
ose now, that we are wasting our time, that we 
oo had the matter under consideration for weeks, | 
and have not made one step of progress in it, | 
and we shall make none. In the present condi- | 
tion of the public Treasury, with a loan already | 
authorized, at the present session, of $20,000,000, || 
with another loan of thirty or forty million dol- || 
lars staring us in the face; with deficiency bills | 
of six or eight millions coming in upon us almost 
every day, I was going to say, but I do not wish || 
toexaggerate; with a war that is called the Utah | 
war upon our hands; with fresh regiments of vol- | 
unteers raised; with other expenses which we can 
all anticipate within the course of the present 
year; with a diminished importation, with no re- | 
sources for the Treasury but those duties which | 
are falling off in amount every day, does anybody 
believe that the Congress of the United States is 
going, at the present session, to inaugurate an _ 
enterprise that at its very outset is to involve an 
expenditure of $25,000,000? That is what the || 
bill proposes. We all know that it will be four- 
fold that amount. Gentlemen do not anticipate || 
the passage of this bill. I cannot do so much in- | 
Justice to their statesmanship, their sagacity, as 
to believe that they for a moment expect any such | 
billas this to pass. We are wasting our time, 
sir; we have But six weeks of the session left; 
and in order to bring this matter to the test, I now | 
make a motion, which I hope will be considered a 
test motion, that the further consideration of this || 
bill be postponed until December next; and on 
that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. | 
The ae and nays were ordered. | 
Mr.GWIN. Mr. President, I am not disposed | 
to answer the Senator from Louisiana. He states 
with great pamianenns that there is not a mem- 
ber of this body who thinks we are going to pass | 
this bill. Why, sir, he is very much mistaken | 
in regard toa great many members. He also | 
brings up the bankrupt condition of the Treas-| 
ury, and says we are going to pass a bill to take | 
$25,000,000 out of the national Treasury. I leave 
itto the Senate to say whether he makes a cor- | 
rect statement of the bill. It is well known that | 
if the bill passes in its present form, it will be at || 
least one, and probably two years, before a dollar || 
of the bonds provided for will be issued. Then | 





1018 not drawing money outof the Treasury, but | this matter; and up to this hour, I have not said a || 


| or any weight given to them whatever. 


Ee ° 


it is simply creating an evidence of debt to be re- 
paid by service, and as fast as the bonds are is- 


will repay the Government the interest which they 
will have to pay on these bonds. They do not 
contract one dollar of debt. 


But, Mr. President, this is a broad proposition | 


of the Senator. I shall take this vote as a test 
vote. If the motion prevails, I shall understand 
that this Congress does not intend to pass any 
kind of a bill to connect the Atlantic with the Pa- 
cific by arailroad for military or other purposes. 
I shall. take this as an indication that, notwith- 
standing the evidences of public sentiment we 
have had from all sections of the country, not- 
withstanding the evidence we had of public sen- 
timent in the great contest of 1856, when all par- 
ties were in favor of this measure, they have 
forgotten their pledges and their duties to their 
constituents, and intend to defeat this or any other 
bill of a similar kind. 

Mr. STUART. 
ator from California, for I reall 
debate this question now, whether inasmuch as 
this motion is offered by the Senator from Lou- 
isiana as a test motion, he would not consider it 
better to postpone the bill until Monday when 
the Senate will be full. 

Mr. GWIN. I think it can be voted down 
easily now. I hope so. I believe that the Senate 
is as full as usual. 

Mr. STUART. Very well. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I suppose it 
will be in order after this vote is taken, if itis de- 
termined not to postpone the bill, to offer amend- 
ments in regard to the termini and route of the 
proposed road. {** Oh, yes.”’] But the ‘in om" 
tion now before us is to postpone the bill. Iam 
sure, sir, that during the whole consideration of 
this subject the South has observed a course of 
as much forbearance as the representatives of any 
peopie could possibly have observed where the 

ave interests so deeply involved and where evi- 
dently there are so many features of the subject- 
matter itself decidedly in their favor and on which 
they must feelso warmly. But is it not apparent 
that in the consideration of the project now be- 
fore us, there has been no other object than to 
give a sectional direction ; I believe so; it seems 
so to me; and with all the advantages of climate, 
of graduation, of favorable route from this side 
to the Pacific, superior to any other in cheapness 


| and shortness, the interests of the South are evi- 
| dently to be disregarded. 


Such being the case, I 
shall vote to postpone this bill. Thatis one con- 
sideration Slaanne me to favor the postpone- 
ment. 

Another consideration is my belief that within 
the few weeks of the session now remaining, no 
determination of this matter can be had. My own 
State is deeply interested init. I have sat patiently 
here and waited to see whether the advantages of 
two of the southern routes would be considered, 
I have 
seen no evidence of anything of the kind. Mis- 
souri seems to be the only party that approaches 


| to a southern State at all, that is making any con- 


test. I do not see that Texas has said anything 
as yet, or taken any ground, or that Louisiana 
has much interest herself in the matter; I know 
that my own State has not; and it seems to me 


| that, in despite of snows and of mountains of al- 
most insurmountable obstacles, the intention and | 


will seem to be to drive a road across a northern 


| route at any expense to the national Treasury to 


which we contribute equally, and yet we are to 
be excluded from any fair opportunity to partici- 
pate init. We cease almost to be considered as 
apart ofthis Union. We cease aimost to be con- 
sidered as parties having rights. Nature itself 
declares in our favor, but her voice is disregarded. 
The explorations that have been made and pub- 
lished show the advantages of the southern routes 
in sucha light that I think they are the only routes 
on which capitalists can be induced to embark 


their means in the construction of aroad; but still || 


tex cannot be considered. 
h 


{ wish to suggest to the Sen- | 
do not rise to | 


| solitary word in regard to the subject; but I know 


| 


| 


| 
| 








is Government was made for the common | 
protection of all parts of this Union. Now, how- | 
ever, a road cannot be started unless it is to ben- | 


efit one section to the injury of another. It takes 
that coloring. 


I have not pressed the rights or || 


claims of my own State to any consideration in | 


| 


| that there are two routes, one on the thirty-fifth 
parallel, and the El Paso route, that materially 
| affect the interests of my own people; and these 

two routes, I am well aware, are by far the cheap- 
est that can be taken by the Government of the 
United States. If we confine ourselves to the con- 
_ struction of a road beyond the limits of State ju- 

risdicion, there are not five hundred miles to be 
constructed on the El Paso route, and there are no 
very serious natural obstacles in the way. There 
does not seem to be an inclination in the northern 
side of the House to consider it at all. Then, if 
you are not willing to go to that point, there is the 
route on the thirty-fifth parallel. That, too, is 
scarcely conniiaeel: I never hear a gentleman 
from the northern section of the Union make any 
allusion to it at all. On the contrary, they talk to 
us of the route through what is called the South 
Pass; and I believe it is the best of all the north- 
ern routes, from what examination I have been 
able to make; but it will carry us to the Columbia 
river and the Territory of Oregon, and will not 
reach California except by a deflection of many 
hundred miles. 

The differences are so wide and so great, and 
the spirit of sectionalism is so strong, that I can 
have no hope that, in the short period now re- 
maining of this session of Congress, it will be 
possible for us to determine the subject; and there- 
fore, I shall certainly, under the circumstances, 
feel bound to cast my vote for postponing indefi- 
nitely the consideration of this bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It was my intention, Mr. 
President, at some period of this debate, to intro- 
duce amendments, and to offer some remarks upon 
them; but, believing as I do, from the character 
of the business before the Senate, and the limited 
duration of the session, that, in all probability, 
| the bill will be postponed, I think fit have to give 
notice of a proposition which I intended to intro- 
duce in the nature of an amendment. It is in re- 
lation to the eastern terminus of the road, con- 
necting the Mississippi with San Diego and San 
Francisco. It is * that the eastern terminus shall 
be opposite Memphis, in Arkansas, or the mouth 
of the Red river, in Louisiana. This terminus 
would give to the whole community benefits which 
can flow from no other location. It communicates 
directly with the Mississippi at a point where it 
is navigable at all times, The points indicated by 
the amendment of the Senator from Missouri, as 
well as the other amendments, are subject to ob- 
struction in navigation. At the points designated 
by me, navigation can at no time be interfered 
with. The distances are less; the results are 
greater than can be derived from any of the other 
routes. 

Gentleman say it is the duty of patriotism to 
open this communication by the most direct and 
immediate means, and they appeal to us for the 
parpome of aiding in the construction of this road. 

f that is really the object, we ought to disregard 
localities, we ought to disregard sections, we 
ought to lay our hands to the work in good earn- 
est, and for the purpose of accomplishing a na- 
tional object—an object that will redound benefi- 
cially not only to California, but to the States of 
the Atlantic. This can only be done by taking 
that route which is the most facile, and at the 
| same time most convenient, where the appliances 





|| necessary to the accomplishment of the object can 


be most immediately commanded. That is the 
route by El Paso, the terminus of which I have 
| indicated. Neither of the points I have suggested 
| as the eastern terminus directly affects the State 
in which I am. Neither of them is within the 
| limits of the State of which I am a citizen” 
| But, sir, when you strike the Mississippi at the 
points I have suggested, the whole Atlantic ocean 
| 1s open to you. You communicate with the 
| southern roads to Charleston, and other ports, 
so that the whole South is accommodated. You 
also have direct communication with Cairo, at 
the jovetios of the Ohio and the Mississippi. 
In the winter season, when the navigation be- 
_yond the mouth of the Ohio, up the Mississippi 
and Ohio is obstructed, railroad facilities begin 
at that point, so that the North is not excluded. 
If, however, you begin at any point on the Mis- 
| sissippi river above St. Louis, or above the junc- 
tion of the Mississippi and the Ohio, you com- 
letely lock up this commerce to the South; they 
hae no intercourse with that section of the coun- 
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try by any direct means, whereas that section | 
would have all the advantages that could result 
to an ice-locked country, as it 1s at seasons. 

I insist strenuously on the superior advantages 
of the southern route. It passes through fertile 
regions, where the soil is rich, the facilities for 
the work great, timber sufficient, until you reach | 
the E! Paso; and on this route emigrati@n will | 
keep pace with, and even anticipate the p gress 
of the road, so soon as the line is marked out. 
Then you will have way travel; you will have all 
the conveniences necessary for the construction 
of the road. The supplies necessary for the sub- 
sistence of the hands engaged in it will all be sup- 
plied on this route. Not only that; but it is well 
ascertained that after leaving El Paso, by a short 
divergence through Arizona to San Diego, you 
can very soon have all necessary supplies, for 
emigration will soon produce them. Agriculture 
iS prosperous in some sections through which 
that route would pass. 

But, if you make the road through a sterile, 
wilderness region far north, you will never return 
to the Treasury the $25,000,000 proposed to be 
expended; and I should like to know from the 
Senator from California if it would not be taking 
$25,000,000 from the Treasury, without the pros- 
pect of being reimbursed for ages? He says it 
1s to be returned by the conveyance of the mails. 
How long will it take to construct a railway for 
the conveyance of the mails to California—a 
length of some nineteen hundred miles, 1 believe, 
on the northern routes? When you complete one 
hundred miles,are you to take the mail there, and 
Jeave it to be carried as best it may the residue of 
the distance, through the mountains, impassable 
for conveyance,and where it will take months to 
accomplish it? What would be the use of send- 
ing a mail there, when, by the isthmus transit- 
route, it would reach California much more read- 
ily? You are to use the cars to transport the mail 
to an impassable wilderness, and there you are 
to leave it, and you are to pay $250 a mile for that, 
You are to take it from the settlements of Mis- 
souri into the wilderness, and there it must stop, 
until you have accomplished the largest péttion 
of the road, where the mail cannot be transported 
in the same time it now is from San Antonio, in 
Texas, to San Diego, in California, in coaches. 
Twenty-one days now is all the time that is re- 
quired for the accomplishment of that trip. There 
is demonstration conclusive that nature has estab- 
lished conveniences on that route; so that, with 
comparatively littl aid from this Government, if 
you really desire on this great occasion to accom- 
plish all that is necessary and desirable in con- 
necting the Atlantic with the Pacific possessions 
of the United States, it can be accomplished. 

Mr. President, I contend that the construction of 
arailway tothe Pacific isagreat national measure, 
and I will advocate it strenuously. Whenever 
you divest it of all appearance of sectionalism, 
and of selfishness, and make it purely a national 
measure, I will go heart and hand for it. I will 
submit to heavier taxation for it than for any im- 
aginable purpose that I can conceive of. But | 
am not going to foster it, as a measure either for 
sectional or speculative purposes. I must have 
itas a great national measure. 1 believe we have 
the constitutional power to do it. I will only ask 
my honorable friend from Virginia, [Mr. Mason, ] 
who doubts the constitauonal power to construct 
a road of this character, by what constitutional 
authority have we gained possession of Califor- 
nia? Is the acquisition of territory incidental to 
a government? If itis, itis incidental to a gov- 
ernment that it shall have power to preserve and 
detend that territory. When he answers my ques- 
tion I shall be prepared to answer his. It isa 
measure that we must look in the face. Itis one 
of vital importance, and we must all lay our hands 
to H as a great and mighty work of national in- 
terest avd concernment, divested of everything 
sectional or local in its character. If its accom- 
plishment is to be secured, it must be done with 
united hands and united hearts, with reference 
alone to the public good and its accomplishment 
on the most reasonable terms that the national re- 
sources will justify. 


Mr. BRODERICK. 


It may be that I may not 
bill, if I do not take the present occasion. | am 


not surprised at the motion made by the Senator 
from Louisiana, beeause it has been evident to me 
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ever since this bil] came up for consideration in | tonio to San Diego, in California, if it were ? There 
the Senate, that a large majority of the Senators | is a practicable refutation to the slanders upon the 
representing the southern States were entirely op- | southern route. [t is the only one that nature has 
vosed to the billintroduced by my colleague. But stamped with feasibility, or that we can ascertain 
would inform the Senator hsen Louisiana, and | to be practicable. There is an affirmation that 
the other southern Senators upon this floor, that || none can deny. It takes twenty-one days from 
the vote of California was given to Mr. Buchanan | San Antonio, in Texas, which is ninety miles 
on this question. If it had not been fora letter | from our sea-board on the Gulf of Mexico. From 
sent b ‘him to the chairman of the Democratic | San Antonio it traverses that region with animals 
pcdkral botnuiienen et Cabana: about three weeks || and transports the mail and passengers in twenty. 
previous to the election, I believe that Mr. Fill- || one days, obtaining all the necessary conveniencies 
more would have carried the State, instead of Mr. || for effecting an enterprise of the kind. Where 
Buchanan. Now, sir, the people of California | have you such a demonstration in favor of an 
have been humbugged; forin the President’s first | other route?) There is none other feasible, there 
message we found out that he favored the extreme | is none other practicable, and you may talk about 
southern route; and you might as well undertake | it as much as you please, whenever Californie ig 
to build a railroad to the moon, for the fact is || connected with the Atlantic States, the El Paso 
that it will cost more to construct a road from || route is the one by which it will be done. 
where that route strikea California to San Fran- || Mr. BRODERICK. I am very glad, sir, tha 
cisco, than it would cost twice over to connect || the distinguished Senator from Texas has made 
Texas with California. Therefore the road of || his last speech, because I am now satisfied that 
which the Senator from Texas speaks would be || he will vote for the bill of my colleague. There 
of no earthly use to California. || is nothing in the bill to prevent the route of which 
Mr. HOUSTON. ‘Texas is constructing eight || he speaks from being selected, if it is the best, if 
hundred miles of the road; and from San Diego to || it is the shortest, and if on it a road can be built 
Fulton, on the Red river, is only one thousand || for less money than on any other route. If that 
six hundred and eighteen miles. || be so, and the contractors are willing to construct 
Mr. BRODERICK. Yes, sir; but itis over a |Mit on the thirty-second parallel of latitude, that 
barren territory where no one lives. ‘| route will be chosen. But, sir, no man on this 
Mr. HOUSTON. It is the most fertile coun- || floor who knows anything about the State of Cal- 
try on the face of the earth. | ifornia will say that such & road would be of any 
Mr. BRODERICK. Well, sir, if it is fertile; || benefit to her. It touches the extreme southern 
no one has been able to discover it; for I believe || end of the State, and three fourths of the popula- 
there are very few people residing in that part of || tion‘*of California reside north of San Francisco. 
the territory. f hope that the vote will be taken | I believe the distance would be eight or nine hun- 
to-day. If there is a majority of the Senate in || dred miles from where it would strike California 
favor of the bill introduced by my colleague, let || to San Francisco. My_objection to that route is 
it be ascertained. I do not wish to occupy the || that my State would derive no benefit from it. 
time of the Senate further on this subject. || Mr. HOUSTON. I Wid not know that San 
Mr. HOUSTON. I do not want to oceupy the | Francisco was California before. I admit that it 
time of the Senate either. Itis rather accidental |! is a great city, a great place, and that there are 
that | made any remarks, supposing that another || clever people there; but I did not know it was the 
occasion would be offered when my remarks would || State. I thought the policy was to form a con- 
be more germane, and I should have been better || nection between the Atlantic and the Pacific by 
prepared for a clear exposition of the subject. But, || which California would be benefited. San Diego 
sir, the gentleman calls a region of country which || is very near California. I thought it wasa part 
I say is one of the most fertile and desirable, a || of California. 
desert waste. Foreight hundred milesin Texas, || Mr. BRODERICK. There are not one ha- 
this route from Fulton, on the Red river, to the || dred and fifty inhabitants in the town. 
Rio Grande, runs through a beautiful country. || Mr. HOUSTON. No matter. It opens com- 
Mr. BRODERICK. The Senator will allow me || munication. If the gold of California, and the en- 
toexplain. I did not speak of Texas; I know || terprise of its citizens, with their numerous pop- 
nothing about the soil of Texas; I spoke of the || ulation, will not justify their making railroads, it 
| territory between Texas and California. || is not our fault, if we give them an opportunity 
Mr. HOUSTON, I have never been in that || by making a trunk line, to run branches all over 
country, and if it is as barren as reported, I can- || the State. There is no impediment interposed to 
not say that | would fancy to be there; but very || their enterprise by this course; and it is a course 
often these matters are exaggerated. Ithappens, || that ought to be taken without reference to towns, 
however, that other people get there. It wasonce || cities, or anything else. All we have to watchs 
a beautifully cultivated and inhabited country; so || the hills, streams, and deserts. We have to avoid 
desirable was it, and so poorly was protection fur- || them, but not the towns. 
nished to the inhabitants by the Mexican Gov- Mr. I[VERSON. I have been, and I am yet, 
ernment, that the possessors of it, a harmless, | willing to provide for the construction of a road 
_agricultural, and pastoral people, were expelled | from the Atlantic States to the Pacific ocean, and 
by the hostile bands of Indians after the Mexican || to bring to that great enterprise the aid of the Gov- 
revolution began in 1812. Large ranches, the || ernment, as far as is proper, and within the limits 
ruins of splendid churches, are all there to bear || of the Constitution and its pecuniary ability. | 
testimony to the very desirable character of that |, believe it is proper and constitutional, as I stated 
country. Inhabitants are now falling into portions || in my argument the other day, to grant alternate 
of it, converting it again into a useful and culti- || sections of public lands; I have no difficulty about 
vated region. So soon as it is opened to the in- || that constitutional question; I believe that it 1s the 
habitants of the United States, so enterprising in || proper policy of the Government to grant alter- 
their character, we may expect to see it resume | nate sections of public lands to aid in the con- 
its former activity, its former wealth and abund- |! struction of railroads, no matter where they are 
ance, || located, because my opinion is that the interest 
lt has been demonstrated that it is necessary to || of the public Treasury is advanced by it. We get 
have way travel to support a railroad; and I say || more money, or at least we get as much money, 
this is the only section of the Union through |; and get it sooner, by that policy, than we should 
which you ean construct a Pacific railroad where || get if the railroads are not constructed by ovr 
you ever will have way passengers to sustain the | aid. . 
line. Itis folly to talk of having way travel on I have no difficulty in regard to the constitu: 
a route through mountainous regions where the || tional power to make a contract for a grant of 
Indian walks with trepidation for fear of starving || money to parties for carrying the mails over a road 
for want of game. Thisisa beautiful region, and ‘| whieh they may construct. I think we may col 
by making a short circuit you will always be | stitutionally make such a contract. Such con 
within cultivable land; and though you may, by || tracts are made every day with the Government. 
going in a direct line, have a sandy desert to pass || It is a matter of necessity, as well as of policy 


| for some distance, people traverse that desert; and 1 and propriety. 
| the appliances that would be made of genius, of | 

art, and of enterprise, would soon overcome an || 
have another opportunity to say anything on the || 


Then, as to the expediency of doing this, what 
is the proposition in this bill? It is to enter Int 
obstacle of that kind, and make a communication || a contract with the company who shall agree © 
direct with California. || construct this road to carry the mails for a term 
Sir, is itan impassable region ? Could the mail | of years—I think fortwenty years after the com- 
‘he transported in twenty-one days from San An- |! pletion of the road, allowing ten years for its con 
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struction, which would then be a period of thirty 
years, to Which the contract should extend—for 
“» much per mile per annum, not to exceed in 
the aggregate the sum of $25,000,000. Let us see | 
what will be the operation of that provision. | 
Atpresent the Governmentis paying for the trans- 
portation of the United States mails, from the 
\tlantic to the Pacific, $1,300,000 a year. That 
js the present expense, I understand. It gives | 
«700,000 to the companies who carry the mail by | 
way of Panama, and $600,000 to the overland | 
mail company for carrying it twice a month. 

Mr. GWIN. Besides, there are $150,000 paid 


and $300,000 by way of Salt Lake. 
Mr. LVERSON. I was not aware of these ad- 
ditional amounts. They would swell the sam to | 
more than a million and a half of dollars per an- 
num. ‘This bill proposes to advance proportionate 
cums to the extent of $25,000,000, for a service of 
thirty years. Under the present system before 
that term of thirty years expires, the Government 
will have expended for the transportation of the | 
mailsalone, more than $50,000,000. To say noth- | 
ing of items suggested by the Senator from Cali- | 
fornia, the $1,300,000 now paid would amount in 
thirty years to $39,000,000, and for thirty years | 
we propose to make this contract under the bill. 
Which is the mosteconomical to the Government; 
which is the wisest, which is the best? I leave | 
Senators and the country to decide that question. | 
I have therefore been, and still am, in favor of | 
providing for this work, by the advancement of | 
covernmental aid. I did, in the commencement | 
of thisinvestigation by the select committee, pro- | 
pose a compromise route, which [ thought ought 
to have been acceptable, as well to northern as to 
southern members of Congress. 1 proposed to 
commence the road at any point between the 
mouth of the Big Sioux, on the Missouri river, 
and the mouth of the Kansas river, thence to run 
down in a southwestern direction, to cross the Rio 
Grande at any point which might be most accept- 
able below Santa Fé—Santa Fé is twenty or thirty 
miles, 1 think, above Albuquerque—and thence 
on the most feasible route to San Francisco, or 
any other point on the Pacific which the contract- 
ors might deem it proper to select. This was 
my proposition. If it had been accepted, and the | 
road constructed, it would have given an easy, a | 
natural,and feasible connection with all the north- 
era railroads. The mouth of the Big Sioux is on 
the same parallel with Chicago. There would 
iave been an easy Connection with the roads that 
rminate at Chicago; an easy connection with | 
he roads in Minnesota and lowa, and in all the | 
ther northwestern States. By the direction of | 
ne road, it would also be brought within the com- | 
petency of St. Louis and that interest, to connect 
with it without a very great expense. Coming 
downand crossing the Rio Grande at Albuquerque, 
or some other point in that neighborhood, it | 
would have given a natural and easy connection 
with the system of roads running through the 
Sue of Arkansas, taking Memphis as the base. 
Even the Texas route, which the Senator from 
Texas thinks is the best one to the Pacific, could 
connect with the one which I proposed, byaslight | 
divergence, instead of crossing at El Paso, going 





by way of Fort Belknap, and connecting at Al- | 


buquerque. That route would give connection | 
with all the railroad systems in the United States; 
it would be equally just to the North, equally just 
'o the center, and equally just to the extreme 
South. That proposition was voted down—voted 
‘own by that same numerical northern strength 
which, | presume, in this body as well as the 
other, is determined, if it has a road at all, to 
Have one North, aud not to give the South any of 
Ss benefits. My opinion is, that the numerical 
‘rength of the northern States is determined that 
the Government aid is brought to the construc- 
ton of the road at all, it shall inure to their ben- 
eit, and to the advantage of no other portion of | 
‘ie Union. Believing that this is the policy of 
‘i@ northern members who have numerical power 
on this floor, as well as in the other House, and 
‘Mat we shall have no concession from them, I, 
‘vrone, shall vote for the proposition of the Sena- 
‘trom Louisiana, although I should be opposed 
‘0 Lif we could have justice at the hands of our 
Northern brethren. I shall vote, therefore, for the | 


‘definite postponement of this bill. 
Mv. GWIN. Before the Senator from Georgia 
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_ sits down, I should like to ask hima question. I fornia, nor is it the center of the Union. Itisa 


ask him to state to the Senate how many votes 
from the southern States, in this body, he could 
have obtained for the plan he proposed. 

Mr. lVERSON. Enough to éarry the plan, if 
the northern votes would stick to it. 

Mr. GWIN. The Sesator would take it toa 
point which could get but a smal! minority of 
votes, and thus destroy the measure. 


| Mr. GREEN. I do not like to hear the ques- 


tion raised about the power of the North tocarry | 


the measure independent of the South, for this one 


e made the whole Union; and I do not like 
the whole Union to make a road for one section, 
nor do I believe that the public judgment of the 
North will sustain it. There are honesty and pro- 
priety there, and they will say that justice ought 
to prevail, even if the heavens fall. As we can 
| have but a single trunk line of road, as that trunk 
line must be made by the nation, it ought to be so 
located as to inure to the common benefit of the 
whole; not the North, not the South, not the cen- 
ter exclusively. Butif, in locating it so as to ac- 
commodate all sections, it should be that Missouri 
and Ohio and Indiana and Illinois participate 
more largely and more freely in its benefits than 
| other sections of the Union, owing to the peculi- 


| arity of their location, there is no reason why the || 


North or the South ought to complain. 

The line of this road is a small matter; the ter- 
mini is an important matter. 
say San Francisco. Why not leave it open, as 
the Senator from Texas has well said, to select 

| San Diego, or some other port on the Pacific? In 
California you yourself are enough to designate a 
certain point. When you come east, and approach 
the Atlantic States, you leave a wide margin to 
play upon, for the purpose of deceiving somebody 
that votes for the bill. I will not vote for a Pa- 
| cific railroad that does not do justice to the whole 
Union; I will not vote for one that inures, from 
its location, entirely to the benefit of the North; 
I will not vote for one that inures, from its loca- 


| would I vote for it if the benefit would result en- 
| tirely to the center; but I go for the center for the 
very plain reason that, while it benefits the cen- 
ter, it gives equal advantages to the North and 
to the South. 

1 object to this bill because, while it undertakes 
| to locate the western terminus, it leaves the east- 
/ern indefinite. I object to it because the reason 

assigned for leaving the eastern terminus floating, 
uncertain, indefinite, is, that it cannot pass if it 
should be fixed at a certain point. 
yas if fixed ata certain point, it ought not to pass. 
tf we pass it because it is left floating, when we 


| could not pass it if it were fixed definitely and cer- | 


tainly, we commit a fraud upon each other, and 


; ¢ " ; } pate, perpanie reason: if this road be made, it will | 
for carrying it from San Antonio to San Diego, || 
| 


On the west you 


| Diego, or some other port on the 


| great place, a prominent point, and one at which 
| commerce concentrates. 


Tam proud of it, and 
proud of her representatives. 

Mr. BRODERICK. The population of the 
State is north of San Francisco. 

Mr. GREEN. The population of the State 
may be. I say nothing against San Francisco; 
bat if it be proper to designate San Francisco as 
the western terminus, take the most suitable point 
east, and designate it as the eastern terminus; or, 
if you say that itis wrong to designate any termi- 
nus, leave it an open question for the contract- 
ors and the executive department; leave it open 
on the west, and perhaps they may select San 
acific. But 
there is regard enough paid to San Francisco to 
say that she shall be a terminus; while on the 
east we.say: ** we will not designate the point, 
because we shall lose votes by so doing.”” Mr. 


| President, I cannot subscribe to a doctrine like 


| ity on that subject. 


| that. T intend to advocate this measure as a prac- 


ticable measure,as one fraught with benefit to the 
State of Missouri, as one fraught with general 
benefit to the whole Union; but I will not under- 
take to decide either the South or the North. I 
shall go for what I believe to be right for all. 
Mr. WILSON. The State I represent, Mr. 
President, is in favor of a Pacific ralway. The 
sentiment of Massachusetts approaches unanim- 
I have been, and now am, 
in favor of building a railway tothe Pacific ocean. 
I have nothing, and I think the people I repre- 
sent have nothing, of that sectional feeling that 
has been alluded to, in regard to its location, by 


| the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Iverson] and the 


| Senator from Missouri, [Mr.Green.} ‘The 


O- 
ple I represent, sir, are a manufacturing and com- 


| mercial people. They believe thata railway to the 
| Pacific ocean isa national necessity. ‘They are in 
| favor of building a railroad as soon as it can be 


practically accomplished ; and they are in favor of 


| building it over the best route, whether it lies to- 


wards the north or the south; and whichever way 
tion, entirely to the benefit of the South; nor || 


it will go, they know it will contribute to the 
power and prosperity of our section of the Union 
—the great manufacturing and commercial! sec- 


|| tion, where capital and business centers from all 


parts of our country. I assure Senators that the 


| people of Massachusetts have none of the little, 


| narrow, sectional feelings, which would exclude 


If it cannot | 


upon the country;and Lam not willing to commit || 


a fraud upon any one. Locate this road at the 
mouth of the Big Sioux, if you please, and how 
many votes will you get to pass it? The Senator 
from California seems to think that he ought to 
accommodate the northern votes more than the 
southern, because he will get more strength from 


the North than the South! You may, in votes on | 


en the bill, in the Senate. 

Mr. GWIN. 1 said no such thing. 

Mr. GREEN. I understood that to be the drift 
of the Senator’s argument. 

Mr. GWIN. I stated ghat when you located 
the line on a route having only a small minority 
of the Senate in its favor, you were fixing it so 
that the bill must be defeated. 

Mr. GREEN. | understand the Senator. He 
asked how many votes it would get if it was put 
there. I understand what that means; he cannot 
deceive me by his argument. I know all that‘is 
covered up in the meaning of that question. When 
he puts the question to a southern man, ‘* how 
many votes could I get, if it were located ?”’ it 
means, ‘I do locate it where I can get so many 


| votes by locating it in the manner I indicate.” It | 


| is a question of votes, not a question of justice 
and propriety. I do not like that; and while'l 
| would take the Senator from California by the 


| hand, and cordially coéperate with hint in the | 


the South, or any portion of our common coun- 
try, from the full benefits of the railway to our 
Pacific possessions. We welcome the completion 
of lines of railways in the West and in the South; 
and we have contributed more than our share of 
the capital employed in building those lines of 


| railways, which bring together all sections of our 


sountry, facilitate and enlarge commerce, and de- 
velop the resources of the country. 
But, sir, with these sentiments, I think it best 


| to postpone this bill until December next; and I 
| will state, very briefly, the reasons why | shall vote 


for the motion made by the Senator from Louis- 
iana, [Mr. Bensamin.] In the first place, we have 
nothing very definite before us, nothing on which 
we can actunderstandingly in regard tothe location 
of this road. There isa diversity of opinion in the 
Senate and in the country upon the subject; and 
before we can settle on the best route to the Pa- 
cific, there must be more knowledge, niore exam- 
ination, and more unanimity of sentiment and of 
interest. This is a stupendous undertaking. I 


believe that every dollar invested in a Pacific rail- 


| be sunk to complete such a road. 


road, over any line, is to be sunk; and that not 
less than two hundred million dollars will have to 
1 believe fur- 
ther, that when such a road is completed, it will 
not pay running expenses for years. But the com- 
pletion of a road across the continent will bind 
this country together, will be of inestimable ben - 


| efit to commerce and manufactures, and to the de- 


consummation of this great work, I cannot meet || 


| him in the mode he has now indicated for acting. 
| | want the eastern Territories located as well as 
| the western; for, as the Senator from Texas has 


i remarked, San Francisco is‘not the State of Cali- 


velopment of the agricultural interests and power 
ofthecountry. We can afford to sink $200,000,000 
to complete a road which will thus develop the re- 
sources and power of the whole nation, bind the 
country together with iron bands, and increase 


| the sentiment of nationality. 


If any man familiar with the railroad lines of 
this country, will examine the subject, he will find 
that the stock of these great railway lines, built 
through settled regions, connecting large commer- 
cial points, and having large way travel, are not 
worth, in the aggregate, fifty cents upon the dol- 
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lar. Take the great line from Portland, by way | 
of Montreal, to Toronto; both the lines from Bos- i 


ton across Vermont, the Central and the Rutland 
lines; the Ogdensburg line; the lines from Boston 
to Buffalo, and westward; the Erie line; the line 
across Pennsylvania, from Philadelphia to Pitts- 
burg; the line from Baltimore to W selings take 
the great lines of the West, the Michigan Central 


and Southern, the Illinois Central, and other lines, | 


running through settled portions of the country, 
connecting the great commercial cities of the coun- 
try; and they are not worth, in the aggregate, more 
than forty cents upon thedollar. Tens of millions 


of dollars have been sunk in these great lines of | 


communication between important sections of the 
country—between great commercial cities, and 
over sections of the country well settled, giving 
vast amounts of way travel and freight. Sir, ex- 
perience shows us that way passengersand freight 
are the main supports of lines of railroads. Over 


hundreds of miles of the Pacific railroad there can | 


never, be either way passengers or freight. 


Railroads, Mr. President, are necessities, but | 


millions of the money invested in them has been 
and will be sunk. We have invested more than 
nine hundred million dollars in railroads in this 
country, but itis not worth to-day more than three 
or four hundred million dollars; and yet the build- 


ing of those lines of roads has increased the wealth | 


and productive power of this country hundreds of 
millions of dollars. I believe the Pacific railroad 
will increase the productive power and wealth of 
the country millionsand tens of millions, although 
I believe every dollar invested in making such a 
road will be lost to the stockholders, whether 
built by the Federal Government or by private en- 
terprise. I do not believe inany of the visions that 
have been held up to the country, that ships are to 
come from Asia from China and the Indies and the 
isles of the Oriental seas, and land their precious 
cargoes at San Francisco, to be sent by railroad 
across the continent. The whole idea is ridicu- 
lous andabsurd. Sir, the cost per ton would be 
from fifty to sixty dollars from San Francisco to 

3oston or New York; and do Senators think our 


fast sailing ships of this day, coming from Can- | 


ton or Calcutta, could be drawn to San Francisco, 
and pay fifty dollars per ton freight, when it 
would not cost them ten dollars per ton more to 
go direct te the cities of the Atlantic? 


Now, Mr. President, while I am in favor of | 


this road, and in favor of its being built at the 
earliest moment, there is another objection to ac- 
tion at this time. Your Treasury is in no condi- 


tion to undertake this, or any great undertaking. | 


We bor- 


Your national Treasury is bankrupt. 


rowed $20,000,000 in December last. I should not || 


be surprised if we were called upon by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to borrow more before the 
7th day of June next. 














When your Secretary of | 


the Treasury sent in his annual report, it excited | 


a smile on the face of every intelligent business 
man in America who read it. Sir, you will find that 


on the Istof July, instead of having $33,000,000 | 


of revenue for the three last quarters of the fiscal 
year, you will get butlittle more than $21,000,000. 


tell you, sir, you are hastening on, increasing | 


the expenditures; they are greater than at any 


period in our history. Your revenue is altogether | 


inadequate to your expenditures. Instead of em- 
barking at this moment in an undertaking of this 
magnitude, it belongs to this Government to hus- 
band its resources, to increase its sources of rev- 
enue, to curtail its expenditures. ery intelli- 
gent man in the country understands this, and 
sees the necessity of such action. 

Now, sir, the federal Government is in no con- 
dition to embark in this great undertaking. The 
people are not in a condition to embark in it any 
more than ourGovernment, If you look over the 
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| people are in that condition to-day. 


Instead of the Government and people embark- 
ing in new schemes now, the policy of the Gov- | 
ernment and people should be to husband our re- 
sources, concentrate our means, and put ourselves 
in a strong position. By so doing, in one or two | 
years we shall be in a condition to enter on new | 
undertakings and new expenditures. This is | 
another reason why I think it best to put this bill 
over until December next. I think the intelligent, 
practical business men of the country, and the | 
prudent public men of the country, will appreci- | 
ate the force of this reason. 

I do not believe there are any capitalists in this | 
country to-day, from any section of the Union, | 
North or South, with money to invest in this | 
project. And if there be not, what will be the re- | 
sult of the passage of this bill at the present ses- | 
sion? Men of capital—men who want to com- 
plete this great national undertaking—will not | 
touch it, and the organization of this company | 
will pass into the hands of a class of bankrupt | 
hacks,commercial and political—men who have no | 
money to invest in it—men who have no character | 
to bring into the concern. Whenever we pass the | 
Pacific railway bill, (and hope we shall pass such | 

| 





a bill as soon as the country is in a condition to 
enter upon and to complete the work) we ought 
to have money in the national Treasury; we ought | 


to be out of debt; we ought to be in the receipt of | 


more than we expend, and invest that excess in | 
this undertaking. ‘The people ought to be out of 
debt. They ought to be in a sound condition, 
with a surplus to invest in the completion of this 
undertaking. Neither the Government nor the 
When that 
time comes you will find responsible men, men 
who enter on this undertaking comprehending its 


|| magnitude and its importance, practical business 


men, who go intothis work to complete the road. 

But, sir, pass this bill now, when your Govern- 
ment is in no condition to touch it, when the peo- 
ple have no capital to invest in it, and the organ- 
ization of the company will, of course, pass into 
irresponsible hands, and the result will be that it 
will be in the hands of a class of men who will 


damn the whole concern. No responsible man will | 


invest a dollar in it, or have anything to do with 
it. I say, sir, pass this bill in the present condi- 
tion of the country, and the present condition of 
the capital of the country, and the people of the 
country and responsible men will not touch it, but 


irresponsible men will take it—men who have | 
| nothing to lose and everything to gain—and the | 
resalt will be that the whole concern will be odious | 


and unpopular, and nothing will be achieved to 


| wards completing this great national work. 

Now, sir, looking to the condition of the Gov- 
ernment, looking to the condition of the people | 
of the country, looking to the difference existing | 
everywhere in and out of Congress in regard to | 
the location of the road, I think the motion made | 
| by the Senator from Louisiana that we la 


until December next, a good one. When the 
national Treasury and the country shall be in a 


|| good condition, then we can take the question up 


and legislate intelligently on this subject. But I 
shall regard the passage of this bill at this time, 


instead of being something towards the building | 
of this road, as putting a stumbling block and a | 


hinderance to its completion, and thatit will pass 
into the hands of an irresponsible, bankrupt cjass 


| of men, who have neither money nor character, 


country you will find we are just emerging from— || 
coming out of—one of the most sweeping eom- | 


mercial convulsions that ever came upon any peo- 
ple. Weare hardly out of it yet. Our manufac- 
tures, our commerce, all departments of trade, are 
now depressed, There is no active surplus, cap- 
ital in the country to invest in this a ey 
there are no capitalists in the country, North or 
South, to take hold of it. We have $900,000,000 
invested in railroads, many of them unproduc- 
tive, and they press with great force upon the bus- 
iness interests of the whole country. We have 
other great speculations and great undertakings 


that we entered into in the hour of our prosperity. | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
j 
| 
} 
! 
| 
| 


| cific ocean by a railroad. 


and who will ruin the whole enterprise. For these | 
_ reasons, although I im@end to give my support to | 


the completion of a Pacific railroad, I shall vote 


| to postpone this bill until December next. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I have wit- 
nessed with deep regret the indications that this 
measure is to be defeated at the present session of 
Congress. I had hoped that this Congress would 
signalize itself by inaugurating the great measure 
of connecting the Mississippi valley with the Pa- 
[ had supposed that 


the people of the United States had decided that 


question at the last presidential election in a man- | 


ner so emphatic as to leave no doubt that their 
will was to be carried into effect. I believe that 
all the presidential candidates at the last election 
were committed to the measure. All the presiden- 
tiai platforms sanctioned it as a part of their creed. 
I balievs itis about the only measure on which 
there was entire unanimity; and it is a very curi- 
ous fact that the measure which commanded uni- 
versal approbation—the measure upon which all 
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it over | 


| parties united; a measure against which no man 
could be found, previous to the election, to raise 
his voice—should be the one that can receive no 
support, nor the codperation of any one party 
while disputed measures can occupy the whole 
time of Congress, and can be carried through suc. 
cessfully. I make no complaint of any politica} 
party nor of any gentleman who opposes this 
ill; butit did strike me that it was a fact to be no. 
ticed, that a measure of this description, so lone 
before the country, so well understood by the peo. 
ple, and receiving such universal sanction from 
them, should not be carried into effect. If th» 
bill which has been devised by the committee js 
not the best that can be framed, let it be amended 
and modified until its objectionable features shall 
be removed. Let us not make a test question of 
this particular form of bill or that particular form. 
of this particular route or that particular route. 
of the benefits to this section or that section, |f 
there is anything wrong in the details, in the form 
in the construction of the bill, let the objection. 
able features be removed, and carry out the great 
object of a railroad communication between the 
Mississippi valley and the Pacific ocean. 
Various objections have been raised to this bill, 
some referring to the route, involving sectiong| 
considerations; others to the form of the bili: 
others to the present time as inauspicious for the 
construction of such a railroad under any cir. 
cumstances. Sir, I have examined this bill very 
carefully. I was amember of the committee that 
framed it, and I gave my cordial assent to the re- 
ort. Iam free to say that I think it is the best 
ill that has ever been reported to the Senate of 
the United States for the construction of a Pacific 
railroad. I say this with great disinterestedness, 
for I have heretofore reported several myself, and 
I believe I have invariably been a member of the 
committees that have reported such bills. Tam 
glad to find that we have progressed to such an 
extent as to be able to improve on the former bills 
that have, from time to time, been brought before 
the Senate of the United States. This may not 
be perfect. It is difficult to make human legisla- 
|| tion entirely perfect; at any rate, to so construct 
| it as to bring about an entire unanimity of opin- 
|| ion aye a question that involves, to some extent, 
selfish, sectional, and partisan considerations, 


But, sir, [ think this bill is fair. 


| 








First, it is fair 
in the location of the route, as between the dif- 
ferent sections. The termini are fixed. Then the 
route between the termini is to be left to the con- 
tractors and owners of the road, who are to put 
|| their capital into it, and, for weal or for woe, are 
|| to be responsible for its management. 

What is the objection to these termini? San 
Francisco, upon the Pacific, is not only central, 
but it is the great commercial mart, the great con- 
centrating point, the great entrepot for the com 
merce of the Pacific, not only in the present, but 
in the future. And that point was selected as the 
| western terminus for the reason that there seemed 
to be a unanimous sentiment, that whatever might 
be the starting point on the east, the system 
would not be complete until it should reach the 
city of San Francisco on the west. I suggested 
myself, in the committee, the selection of that very 
point; not that I had any objection to other points; 
not that I was any more friendly to San Fran- 
cisco and her inhabitants than to any other port 
on the Pacific; but because [ believed that to be 
the commanding port, the large city where trade 
concentrates, and its position indicated it as the 
ae terminus on thé Pacific ocean. 
| 





hen, in regard to the eastern terminus, a pols! 

‘| on the Missouri river is selected, for various ret- 
sons. One is, that it is central as between the 

‘| North and South—as nearly central as could be 
| selected. It was necessary to commence on the 
'| Missouri river, if you were going to take a central 
route, in order that the starting point might con- 
‘| nect with navigation, so that you might reach !t 
'| by boats, in carrying your iron, your supplies, 
‘| and your materials, for the commencement and 
‘| the construction of the road. It was essential the! 
you should commence at a point of navigation 8 
that you could connect with the sea-board. If you 
start it at a point back in the interior five hundred 
or a thousand miles, as it is proposed, at El! Paso, 
from the navigable waters of the Mississipp!, 
would cost you:more money to carry the iro? 
provisions, supplies, and men to that — 

| point, than it would to make a road from the Mis 


i 
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sissippi to the starting point, in order to begin your 
road. In that case it would be a matter of econ- 
omy to make a road to your starting point in 
order to begin. Hence, in my opinion, it would | 
be an act of folly to think of starting a railroad to 
the Pacific ata point eight hundred or a thousand 
miles in the interior, away from any connection 
with navigable water, or with other railroads al- | 
ready in existence. 2 
"Wor these reasons we agreed in the bill to com- 
mence on the Missouri river. When you indi- 
cate that river, a little diversity of opinion arises 
as to what point on the river shall be selected. | 
There are various respectable, thriving towns on 
either bank of the river, each of which thinks it 
is the exact position where the road th to com- | 
mence. I suppose that Kansas City, yandott, 
Weston, Leavenworth, Atchison, Platte’s Mouth | 
City, Omaha, De Soto, Sioux City, and various | 
other towns whose names have not become fa- | 
miliar to us, and have found no resting place on | 
the map, each thinks that it has the exact place 
where the road should begin. Well, sir, I do 
not desire to have any preference between these 
towns; either of them would suit me very well; 
and we leave it to the contractors to say which || 
shall be the one. We leave the exact eastern ter- | 
minus open, for the reason that the public inter- | 
ests will be substantially as well served by the 
selection of the one as the other. It is not so at 
the western terminus. San Francisco does not 
occupy that relation to the towns on the Pacific 
coast that these Little towns on the Missouri river | 
do to the country east of the Missouri. The 
ublic have no material interest in the question | 
whether it shall start at the mouth of the Kansas, | 
at Weston, at Leavenworth, at St. Joseph, at 
Platte’s Mouth, or at Sioux City. Eitherconnects 
with the great lines; either would be substantially | 
central as between north and south. So far as [ | 
am concerned, I should not care a sixpence which 
of those towns was selected as the starting point, 
because they start there upon a plain that stretches 
for eight hundred miles, and can connect with the 
whole railroad system of the country. You can 
go directly west. You can bend to the north and 
connect with the northern roads, or bend to the 
south and connect with the southern roads. 

The Senator from Georgia [Mr. Iverson] would 
be satisfied, as I understand, with the termini, if 
we had selected one intermediate point, so as to 
indicate the route that should be taken between || 
the termini. I understand that he would be sat- 
isfied if we should indicate that it should go south 
of Santa Fé, so as to include as the probable route 
the Albuquerque route, or the one on the thirty- 
fifth parallel, or the one south of it. Sir, I am free 
to say that, individually, I should have no objec- 
tion to the route indicated by the Senator from 
Georgia. I have great faith that the Albuquerque 
route is an exceedingly favorable one; favorable 
in its grades, in the shortness of its distances, in 
ite climate, the absence of deep snow, and in the 
topography of the country. While it avoids very || 
steep grades, it furnishes perhaps as much of | 
grass, of timber, of water, of materials_ necessary | 
for the construction and repair of the road, if not || 
more than any other route. Aga northern man, || 
living upon the great line of the lakes, you cannot 
indicate a route that I think would subserve our 
interests, and the great interests of this country, 
better than that; yet, if I expressed the opinion 
that the line ought to go on that route between the || 
termini, some other man would say it ought to go || 
on Governor Stevens’s extreme northern route; |, 
some one else would say itought togo on the South | 
Pass route; and we should divide the friends of || 
the measure as to the point at which the road | 
should pass the mountains—whether at the ex- | 
‘reme north, at the center, the Albuquerque route, | 
or the further southern one down in Arizona—and | 
we should be unable to decide between ourselves \| 
which was best, } 

I have sometimes thought that the extreme | 
northern route, known as the Stevens’ route, was | 
the best, as furnishing better grass, more timber, || 
more water, more of those elements necessary in || 
constructing, repairing, operating, and maintain- |, 
inga road, than any other. I think now that the 
preference, merely upon routes, is between the || 
northern or Stevens’ route on the one side, and the || 

lbuquerque route on the other. Still, as I never 
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selection of the route between the termini to those 
who are to put their fortunes, and connect their 
character, with the road, and to be responsible, 
in the most tender of all points, if they make a 
mistake in the selection. But for these consider- 


ations, I should have cheerfully yielded to the sug- | 


gestion of the Senator from Georgia, to fix the 
crossing point on the Rio Grande river. 

But, sir, I am unwilling to lose this great meas- 
ure merely because of a difference of opinion as 
to what shall be the pass selected in the Rocky 
Mountains through which the road shall run. I 
helieve it is a great national measure. I believe it is 
the greatest practical measure now pending before 
the country. I believe that we have arrived at that 
period in our history when our great substantial 
interests require it. The interests of commerce, 
the great interests of travel and communication— 
those still greater interests that bind the Union 
together, and are to make and preserve the con- 
tinent as one and indivisible—all demand that this 
road shall be commenced, prosecuted, and com- 
pleted, at the earliest practicable moment. 

I am unwilling to postpone the bill until next 
December. I have seen these postponements from 
session to session, for the last eight or ten years, 
with the confident assurance every year that at 


| the next session we should have abundance of 


time to take up the bill and act uponit. Sir, will 
you be better prepared at the next session than 
We have now the whole summer before 
us, drawing our pay, and proposing to perform 
no service. Next December you will have but 
ninety days, with all the unfinished business left 
over, your appropriation bills on hand, and not 
only the regular bills, but the new deficiency bill; 
and you will postpone this measure again, for the 
want of time to consider it then. I think, sir, we 
had better grapple with the difficulties that sur- 
round this question now, when it is fairly before 
us, when we have time to consider it, and when 
I think we can act upon it as dispassionately, as 
calmly, as wisely, as we shall ever be able to do. 

I have been sorry to seé the question of sec- 
tional advantages brought into this discussion. If 
you are to have but one road, fairness and justice 
would plainly indicate that that one should be lo- 
cated as near the center as practicable. The Mis- 
souri river is as near the center and the line of 
this road is as near as it can be made; and if there 
is but one to be made, the route now indicated, in 
wn opinion, is fair, is just, and ought to be taken. 
1 have heretofore been of the opinion that we 
ought to have three roads: one in the center, one 
in the extreme south, and one in the extreme 
north. I[fI thought we could carry the three, and 
could execute them in any reasonable time, 1 
would now adhere to that policy and prefer it; but 
I have seen enough here during this session of 
Congress to satisfy me that but one can pass, and 
to ask for three at this time is to lose the whole. 
Believing that that is the temper, that that is the 
feeling, and, I will say, the judgment, of the mem- 
bers of both Houses of Congress, I prefer to take 
one road rather than to lose all inthe vain attempt 
to get three. If there were to be three, of course 
the one indicated in this bill would be the central; 
one would be north of it, and another south of it. 
But if there is to be but one, the central oneshould 
be taken; for the north, by bending a little down 
south, can join it; and the south, by leaning a little 
to the aah. can unite with it too; and our south- 
erp friends ought to be able to bend and lean a 
little, as well as to require us to bend and lean all 
the time, in order to join them. The central po- 
sition is the just one, if there is to be but one road. 


The concession should be as much on the oneside 


as on the other. I am ready to meet gentlemen 
half Way on every question that does not violate 
principle, and they ought not to ask us to meet 
them more than half way where there is no prin- 
ciple involved, and nothing but expediency. 
Then, sir, why not unite upon this bill? We 
are told it is going to involve the Government of 
the United States in countless millions of expend- 
iture. How is that? Certainly not under this 
bill, not by authority of this bill, not without vio- 
lating this bill. The bill under consideration pro- 
vides that whena section of the road shall be made, 
the Government may advance a portion of the 
lands, and $12,500 per mile in bonds on the sec- 


Xpect to put a dollar of money into the road, as || tion thus made, in order to aid in the construction 
I never expect to have any agency or connection || of the next, holding a lien upon the road for the re- 
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with or interest in it, I am willing to leave the || funding of the money thus advanced. Under this 


bill it is not possible that the contractors can ever 
obtain more than $12,500 per mile on each mile of 
the road that is completed. It is, therefore, very 
easy to compute the cost to the Government. 
Take the length of the road in miles, and multiply 
it by $12,500, and you have the cost. If you make 
the computation, you will find it will come to a 
fraction over twenty million dollars. The limit- 
ation in the bill is, thatin no event shall it exceed 
$25,000,000. Therefore, by the terms of the bill, 
the undertaking of the Government is confined to 
$25,000,000; and, by the calculation, it will be less 
than thatsum. Is that a sum that would bank- 
rupt the Treasury of the United States ? 

} ‘predict to you now, sir, that the Mormon 
campaign has cost, and has led to engagements 
and undertakings that, when redeemed, will cost 
more than twenty-five million dollars, if not dou- 
ble that sum. During the last six months, on ac- 
count of the Mormon rebellion, expenses have 
been paid, and undertakings have been assumed, 
which will cost this Government more than the 
total expenditure which can possibly be made in 
conformity with the provisions of this bill. If 
you had had this railroad made you would have 
saved the whole cost which the Governmian is to 
advance in this little Mormon war alone. If you 
have a general Indian war in the mountains, it 
will cost you twice the amount called for by this 
bill. If you should have a war with a European 
Power, the construction of this road would save 
twenty-fold its cost in the transportation of troops 
and munitions of war to the Pacific ocean, in car- 
rying on your operations. 

In an economical point of view, I look upon it 
as a wise measure. It is one of economy as a war 
measure alone, or asa peace measure for the pur- 
pose of preventing a war. Whether viewed asa 
war measure, to enable you to check rebeilion in 
a Territory, or hostilities with the Indians, or to 


| carry on vigorously a war with a European Power, 








EEE 


or viewed as a peace measure, it is a wise policy, 
dictated by every consideration of public conve- 
nience and public good. 

Again, sir, in carrying the mails, it is an eco- 
nomical measure. As the Senator from Georgia 
has demonstrated, the cost of carrying the mails 
alone to the Pacific ocean for thirty years, under 
the present contracts, is double the amount of the 
whole expenditure under this bill for the same 
time in the construction ard working of the road. 
In the transportation of mails, then, it would save 
twice its cost. The transportation of Army and 
Navy supplies would swell the amount three or 
four-fold. How many years will it be before the 
Government will receive back, in transportation, 
the whole cost of this advance of aid in the con- 
struction of the road? 

But, sir, seme gentlemen think it is an unsound 
policy leading to the doctrine of internal improve - 
ments by the Federal Government within the 
different rates of the Union. We are told we 
must confine the road to the limits of the Terri- 
tories, and not extend it into the States, because it 
is supposed that entering a State with this con- 
tract violates some great principle of State rights. 
Mr. President, the committee considered that 
proposition, and they avoided that objection, in 
the estimation of the most strict, rigid, tight-laced 
State-rights men that we have in the body. We 
struck out the provision in the bill first drawn, 
that the President should contract for the con- 
struction of a railroad from the Missouri river to 
the Pacific ocean; and followed an example that 
we found on the statute-book, for carrying the 


| mails from Alexandria to Richmond, Virginia— 


an act passed about the time when the resolu- 
tions of 1798 were passed, and the report of 1799 
was adopted—an act that we thought came ex- 
actly within the spirit of those resolutions. That 
act, according to my recollection, was, that the 
Department ‘be authorized to contract for the 
transportation of the United States mail by four 
horse post-coaches, with closed backe, so ae to 
protegt it from the weather and rain, from Alex- 
andria to Richmond, in the State of Virginia. It 
occurred to this committee that if it had been the 
custom, from the beginning of this Government 
to this day, to make contracts for the transpor- 
tation of the mails in four horse post-coaches, 
built in a particular manner, and the contractor 
left to furnish his own coaches and his own 
horses, and his own means of transportation, we 
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might make a similar contract for the transpor- 
tation of the mails by railroad from one point to 
another, leaving the contractor to make his own 
railroad, and furnish his own cars, and comply 
with the terms of the contract. 

There is nothing in this bill that violates any 
one principle which has prevailed in every mail 
contract that has been made, from the days of Dr. 
Franklin down to the elevation of James Buch- 
anan to the Presidency. Every contract for car- 
rying the mail by horse, from such a pointtosuch a 
pom, in saddle-bags, involves the same principle. 
Every contract for carrying it from such a point 
Lo such a point in two horse hacks, with a cover- 
ing to protect it from the storm, covers the same 
principle. Every contract to carry it from such 
a point to such a point in four horse coaches of a 
mrticular description, involves the same principle. 
an contracted to carry the mails from New York 
to Liverpool in ships of two thousand tonseach, 
to be constructed according toa model prescribed 
by the Navy Department, leaving the contractor 
to furnish his own ships, and receive so much 
pay. That involves the same principle. 

You have, therefore, earried out the principle 
of this bill in every contract you have ever had 
for mails, whether it be upon the land or upon the 
water. In every mail contract you have had, you 
have carried out the identical principle involved 
in this bill—simply the right to contract for the 
transportation of the United States mails, troops, 
munitions of war, Army and Navy supplies, at 
fair prices, in the manner you prescribed, leaving 
the contracting party to furnish the mode of trans- 
portation, That is all there is init. Ido notsee , 
how it can violate any party creed, how it can | 
violate any principle of State rights, how it can 
interfere with any man’s conscientious scruples. 
Then, sir, where is the objection ? 

if you look on this as a measure of economy 
and a commercial measure, the argument is allin 
favor ofthe bill. Lt is true, the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts has suggested that it is idle to suppose 
that the trade of China is to center in San Fran- 
cisco, and then pay sixty dollars a ton for trans- 

yortation across the continent by a railroad to 
Benen. It was very natural that he should in- 
dicate Boston, as my friend from Georgia might, 
perhaps, have thought of Savannah, or my friend 
trom SouthCarolina might have indicated Charles- 
ton, or the Senator from Louisiana might have 
indicated New Orleans. But I, living at the head 
of the great lakes, would have made the compu- 
tation from Chicago, and my friend from Mis- 
sourt would have thought it would have been very 
well, perhaps, to take it from the State of Mis- 
sourt. When you are making this computation, 
I respectfully submit you must make the calcu- 
lation from the sea-board to the center of the con- 
tinent, and not charge transportation all the way 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific; for suppose you 
do not construct this road, and these goods come 
by ship from Boston, it will cost something to 
take them by railroad from there to Chicago, and 
a jittle more to take them by railroad to the Mis- 
seuririver, half-way back to San Francisco again. 
If you select the center of the continent, the great 
heart and center of the Republic—the Mississippi 
valley—as the point at which you are to concen- | 
trate your trade, and from which it is to diverge, | 
you will find that the transportation to it by rail- 
road would not be much greater from San Fran- 
cisco than from Boston. It would be nearly the 
same from the Pacific that itis from the Atlantic; 


and the calculation must be made in that pointof / 


view. There is the center of consumption, and 
the center of those great products that are sent 
abroad in all quarters to pay for articies imported. 
The center of production, the center of consump- | 
tion, the future center of the population of the | 
continent, is the point to which, and from which, 
your calculation should be made. 

Then, sir, if it costs sixty dollars per ton for 
transportation from San Francisco to Boston by 
railroad, twlf-way you may say it will cost thirty | 
dollarsaton. The result, then, of coming from || 
San Francisco to the center by railroad, would be || 
to save transportation by ship from San Fran- || 
cisco to Boston, in addition to the railroad trans- || 
portation into the interior. 

But, sir, | dissent from a portion of the gentle- |, 
man’s argument, so far as it relates to transpor- | 
tation even from San Francisco to Boston. I ad- 
mit that heavy articles of cheap value and great |! 
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bulk, would go by ship, that being the cheapest 
mode of communication; but light articles, costly 
articles, expensive articles, those demanded im- 
mediately, and subject to decay from long voy- 
ages and delays, would come directly across by 
railroad, and what you would save in time would 
be more than the extra expense of the transpor- 
tation. You must add to that the risk of the 
tropics, which destroys many articles, and that 
process which is necessary to be gone through 
with to prepare articles for the sea-voyage, is to 
be taken into the account. I have had occasion 
to witness that defect in one article of beverage 
very familiar to you all. Let any man take one 
cup of tea that came from China to Russia over- 
land, without passing twice under the equator, 
and he will never be reconciled to a cup of tea 
that has passed under the equator. The genuine 
article, that has not been manipulated and pre- 
pared to pass under the equator, is worth ten to 
one that which we receive here. Preparation is 
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atany other time. The Senator from Massachy. 
setts intimates that the Treasury being bankrup; 
now, we cannotaflord the money. That Bensine 
also remarked that we were just emerging 
a severe commercial crisis—a great comm: 
revulsion—which had carried bankruptcy jn jis 
train. If we have just emerged from it, if we hayo 
|| passed it, this is the very time of all others when 
a great enterprise should be begun. It might hayp 
been argued when we saw that crisis coming, be. 

fore it reached us, that we should furl our sails 
| and trim our ship for the approaching storm; by; 
| when it has exhausted its rage, when all the mis- 
'| chief has been done that could be inflicted, when 
|| the bright sun of day is breaking forth, when 
| the sea is becoming calm, and there is but lit}. 

visible of the past tempest, when the nausea of 
|| sea-sickness is succeeded by joyous exhileration 
|| inspired by the hope of a fair voyage, let men fee!| 
|| elated and be ready to commence a great work 
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like this, so as to complete it before another com. 


necessary to enable it to pass under the tropics, | mercial crisis or revulsion shall come upon us, 


and the long, damp voyage makes as much differ- 


Sir, if you pass this bill no money can be ex. 


ence in the article of teaas the difference between || pended under it until one section of the road has 


/agreen apple and a dried apple, green corn and | 


dried corn, sent abroad. So you will find it to be 
with fruits; so it will be with all the expensive 
and precious articles, and especially those liable 
to decay and to injury, either by exposure to a 
tropical climate, or to the moisture of a long sea- 
voyage. 

Then, sir, in a commercial point of view, this 
road will be of vastimportance. There is angther 
consideration that | will allude to for a moment. 
It will extend our trade more than any other meas- 
ure that you can devise, certainly more than any 
one that you now have in contemplation. The 


people are all anxious for the annexation of Cuba | 


so soon as it can be obtained on fair and honora- 
ble terms—and why? In order to get the small, 
pitiful trade of that Island We all talk about the 


great importance of Central America, in order to | 


extend our commerce; it is valuable to the extent 
itgoes. But Cuba, Central America, and all the 
islands surrounding them, put together, are not 
a thousandth part of the value of the great East 


India trade that would be drawn first to our west- | 


ern coast, and then across to the valley of the 
Mississippi, if this railroad be constructed. Sir, 
if we intend to extend our commence; if we intend 


, to make the great ports of the world tributary to | 
our wealth, we must prosecute our trade eastward 


or westward, as you please; we must penetrate 
the Pacific, its islands, and its continent, where the 
great mass of the human family reside, where the 
articles that have built up the powerful nations of 
the world have always come trom. That is the 


| direction in which we should look for the expan- 
sion of our commerce and of our trade. That is | 


the direction our public policy should take—a di- 
rection that is facilitated by the great work now 
proposed to be made. 


I care not whether you look at it in a commer- | 
cial point of view, as a matter of administrative | 


economy at home, as a question of military de- 
fense, or in reference to the building up of the 
national wealth, and power, and glory; it is the 


great measure of the age—a measure, that in my | 


opinion has been postponed too long—and I 
frankly confess to you, that | regard the postpone- 


ment to next December to mean, till after the next | 


presidential election. No man hopes or expects, 
when you have not time to pass itin the early 
spring, at the long session, that you are going to 


consider it at the short session. When youcome | 


here at the next session, the objection will be that 
you must not bring forward a measure of this 
magnitude, because it will affect the political re- 
lations of parties, and it will be postponed then, 
as it was two years ago, to give the glory to the 
incoming Administration, each party probably 
thinking that it would haye the honor of carrying 
out the measure. Llence, sir, | regard the propo- 
sition of postponement till December, to mean till 
after the election of 1860. 

I desire to see all the pledges made in the last 
contest redeemed during this term, and let the 
next President, and the parties under him, re- 
deem the pledges and obligations assumed during 


the next campaign. The people of all parties at 


the last presidential election decreed that this road 
was to be made. The question is now before us. 


| We have time to consider it. We have all the 


means necessary, as much now as we can have 


een made. The surveys must be completed, the 


| route must be located, the land set aside and gy,. 
| veyed, and a section of the road made before q 
| dollar can be drawn from the Treasury. If yoy 
| pass the bill now, it cannot make any drain oy 
|| the Treasury for at least two years to come; and 
|| who doubts that all the effects of the late crisis 
'| will have passed away before the expiration of 
those two years? 

Mr. President, this is the auspicious time, either 
| with a view to the interests of the country, or to 
that stagnation which exists between political 
parties which is calculated to make it a measure 
of the country rather than a partisan measure, or 
| to the commercial and monetary affairs of the na- 
| tion, or with reference to the future. Look upon 
| it in any point of view, now is the time; and | am 
'glad that the Senator from Louisiana has indi- 
cated, as I am told he has, that the motion for 
postponement is a test question; for I confess | 
|| shall regard it as a test vote on a Pacific railroad 
| during this term, whatever it may be in the fu- 
ture. I hope that we shall pass the bill now. 

Mr. BELL. I have said so much, Mr. Presi- 
dent, on this subject at former sessions, that | do 
not propose to detain the Senate at present. 

SEWARD. I hope the honorable Sen- 
ator will give way, and I will make a motion to 
adjourn. 

Mr. BELL. I do not wish iton my account. 

Mr. SEWARD. With the leave of the hon- 
orable Senator from Tennessee, | move that the 
| Senate adjourn. 

Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays on the 
motion; and they were ordered; and being taken, 
resulted—yeas 19, nays 29; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Biggs, Chandler, Clerk, 

Clay, Dixon, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Hamlin, Harian, 


Johnson of Arkansas, Kennedy, King, Seward, Simmons, 
|| Trumbull, and Wade—19. 


|| NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, Brod 

erick, Brown, Collamer, Doolittle, Douglas, Fessenden, 
|| Fitch, Green, Gwin, Hale, Henderson, Houston, luuter, 
|| [verson, Johnson of Tennessee, Mason, Pearce, Polk, Push, 
Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Wil- 
son, and Wright—29. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


Mr. BELL. I was remarking, sir, that I had 
expressed my sentiments so often heretofore on 
this subject that I should not detain the Senate by 
going into any expression of them now. | desire 
merely to say that I have not changed the opii- 
ions I have so often expressed as to the import- 
|| ance of this measure, whether regarded in an 
economical view, or as a means of advancing th? 
great interests of the country, and its foreign and 
domestic trade and commerce. Looking at it in 
an economical point of view, if the Governme' 
of this Union means to perform its obligations |! 
the protection of our advancing settlements !" 
the gorges of the Rocky Mountains, and in the 
intermediate space between the Rocky Mountains 
and the Sierra Nevada, and on the Pacific coast, 
in the event of a war with any great maritime 
Power, and if it means to perform its duties 1 
affording mail communications between the At 
lantic and our settlements on the Pacific, 1 think 
that even if it should cost a hundred millions, o 
a hundred and fifty, or twu hundred millions, !' 
would still promote the economical administra 
' tion of this Government. If we mean to hold pos 
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session of the States and Territories on the Pa- 
cific, it can scarcely be done for four or five times 
the cost which this Government would have to 
expend in the constructien of this road. I mean, 
that the anhual interest which would have to be 
paid on any debt this Government might incur 
for such purposes, would be several times greater 
than the interest on the advances proposed to be 
made by the Government to aid in the construc- 
tion of this road. 4 

Fearing, fest if the bill should now be post- 
noned, and placed beyond the power of the Sen- 
ate during the rest of the session, it might be sup- 
posed, from my silence, that I had changed my-| 
former opinions, I rose simply for the purpose of | 
stating that I adhere to them. I think the bill is 
a great measure of public policy in connection 
with the discharge of the duties of this Govern- 
ment in the protection of an interior frontier, 
which is both a western and an eastern frontier, 
and in connection with other great questions con- 
cerning the progress of this country, its advance 
in wealth, power, and trade. I desired to add a 
further remark or two in reference to this partic- 
ular bill. 1 do not concur in the idea that its pro- 
yisions are particularly fair in reference to the dif- 
ferent sections of the Union. I am aware the 
representatives of any particular locality can hard- 
ly have the eastern terminus of such a road as 
this at a point which would be most promotive of 
their immediate interests; but, in my advocacy of 
this road, | go upon the great catholic idea, as I 
hope that its benefits will redound to every sec- 
tion of the Union, wherever its eastern terminus 
may be, or wherever the western terminus may 
be, provided it be on the Pacific ocean, still, I think 
itis the duty of members here, so far as itcan be 
effected by appeals to the judgment, the reason, 
the equity, and the justice of the representatives 
of other sections, to have it located in such man- 
neras to diffuse its benefits as widely as possi- 
ble, and equalize themas faras possible. I think 
that fixing the eastern terminus ata point between 
Sioux City and the mouth of the Kansas, in the 
mode provided in thas bill, does not do justice to 
ihe southwestern range of States and Territories. 
lam not sure that itis altogether just to the mid- 
dle section; but it is more just to eon than to the 
South and Southwest. It is a very large depar- 
ture from a medium line. If the terminus should 
be upon a line with St. Louis or Cairo, it would 
offer greater equality, both to the North and the 
South than probably any other point which might 
be indicated, and I do not see any insuperable ob- 
jection to the location of the eastern terminus upon 
that line of latitude, whatever route may finally 
be adopted in passing the Sierra Nevada. I trust 
that, in the further discussion of this bill, itcan be 
shown, to the satisfaction of many gentlemen not 
satisfied with the location proposed in the bill, 
tat an intermediate line may be selected. 

If t had time, I should like to bring to the no- 
tice of the Senate a few views as to the practica- 
lulity of the scheme; for that seems to be the great 
difficulty, the insurmountable barrier in the minds 
ofmany gentlemen. I understand that a road is 
being constructed through Texas, for which that 
State has granted a large amount of public lands; 
and a connection from the terminus of that road 
to the Pacific would perhaps be attended with | 
the least expense to the Government, and its con- 
struction would answer all great national pur- 
poses; for, I repeat, wherever you locate the ter- 
minus, the western frontier and all the Atlantic 
Siates will receive some portion of the benefit. 
Of course, that section which has the terminus 
located within its own limits would have greater 
facilities, but the advantages would redound from 
the extreme north to the extreme south, and you 


| 
| 
could not prevent it. 
_ Bat again, sir, the shortest route undoubtedly 








lies on the parallel of 35° north latitude. Any 
gentleman who will look into the information 
that has been spread before the country by the 
various explorations of our skillful officers, under 
the direction and authority of Congress, and will 
concentrate and digest the various reports, will 
find that that offers the shortest route, at all 
events, and, in my judgment, on the whole, the 
most practicable. On that route there is not more 
than seventeen hundred miles from our western 
border to where you strike the Pacific coast, 
at the lower part of California, at San Pedro or 

0s Angeles, from whence to San Francisco a 








| x . , ; 
| practical route exists, as we all know, on which a 


road could be constructed by4he authority of the 
| State of California, with our aid in land. I desire 


to offer an amendment to this bill, with reference 
to this route, to test the sense of the Senate upon 
it. I trust that [I shall have an opportunity to do 
so. 
Why should we postpone the bill until next 
December, and thus remove this question from 
us? Itis said we have not time to consider it now. 
As the honorable Senator from Illinois has well 
asked, when shall we have more time to discuss 
and consider this question than we have now? 
We have bound ourselves by a voluntary vote of 
restriction; but that can be rescinded, if it is our 
pleasure to extend the time of the session, with a 
view to discuss, consider, and dispose of a great 
measure of this kind. 1 do not mean to enlarge 


on its importance, but I think it is of public im- | 
| portance and public utility that such a question 


as this should be discussed here. We want to 
lay additional information before the country. To 
be sure, a great deal has been gleaned by these 
various explorations, and their reports have been 
printed; but this is the center, from which prac- 


| tical, effective information reaches the country. 


[tis through the debates of Congress. If we could 


_ only discuss this question some seven or eight | 
| days, or even three or four days, more than it has 


already been discussed, it would be of some im- 
portance. Itis of importance to keep the question 


| alive before the people of the country, according 


view. 

have as much time now as we are ever 
likely to have. I do not know what may be the 
motives of paoens in favoring a postpone- 
ment. The honorable Senator from Illinois sug- 
gests that it is to lie over until another presiden- 
tial contest. I hope thatis not meditated. I know 
it is said that the Treasury is now in such a state 
that a measure of this kind should not be contem- 
plated; but the fact is, that the bill does nog pro- 


to 


— to appropriate a cent of money from the 





‘reasury. We can incur an expense of twenty 
or thirty, or it may be of forty million dollars, by 
an Executive internal war, undertaken without 
the authority or consent of Congress; but we are 


| reminded of the exhausted condition of the Treas- 
| ury when it is only proposed that, after the lapse 
| of two or three years, bonds shall be issued ac- 





GLOBE. 


it understood that I 
tion in relation to this measure. 


| construction of such a road. 


ee ee 


AGA 


have not changed my posi- 
I think there is 
nothing in the arguments which have been urged 
in favor of its postponement, and I shall vote 
against that motion. 

Mr. KING. If this bill were presented for its 
final passage, in the form in which the committee 
have reported it, I think I should vote against it; 
but [ am not prepared, by a vote to postpone the 
bill, to indicate an opinion decidedly against the 
We must have a 


| road connecting the Pacific and the Atlantic States, 


and in some way it must be constructed. I regard 


_the propriety of the Federal Government inter- 


ferring with it as a matter allowing of some doubt, 
and yet still I know of no other mode in which 
such a road can be constructed but by the ren- 
dition of some aid to it by the Federal Govern- 


| ment. 


There is one feature in this bill to which I ob- 
pects and that is the large appropriation of public. 
ands for the proposed road. I am opposed to the 


great monopoly of landed interest which the im- 


| mense grants to railroads have produced in this 


| and I am favorable to the 


country. I have voted 


ainst them heretofore, 
ill which has been in- 


| troduced by the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. 


Jounson,] and by other Senators, to give home- 
steads to actual settlers. I think that is about the 
best disposition we can make of the public lands. 
I should have preferred, if we could have done 
so, to have retained the public lands for sale under 
the established land system of the country; but 


| 1 am satisfied that cannot be done much longer; 


and without designing to indicate any opinion— 


| indeed, with the intention of reserving an opinion 


as to the propriety of voting for an 


cording to the progress of the construction of the || 
od Prog tian, Slidell, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, and Wilson 


road, which bonds are to be refunded in service 
for the Government. 
nothing of substance in the objection as to the 


| present condition of the Treasury, unless we are 
| to suppose that the trade and commerce and busi- 


ness enterprises of the country are never to re- 


| vive from the severity of the late revulsion. 


Other subjects have engrossed the attention of 
both Houses of Congress to such an extent that 
this has been excluded from our minds, and has 


| not occupied that space to which its magnitude 
| entitles it; but have we no hope that within a very 


short period we shall be relieved from the pres- 


sure of other questions that are more pressing, if || 
| not more important than the present? 
| there is such a hope. 


1 trust 
I trust that within a very 
short time we shall have a termination of that 
difficulty which has stood in the way of all prac- 
tical legislation. 

I say then, Mr. President, there is nothing in 


I think there is really || 


the argument drawn from the depressed condition | 
_of the Treasury, nor is there anything in the ar- 


gument that we shall have more leisure at the next 
session. If we shall not be pressed then (as | hope 


| we shall not be) by the same question which has 


so exclusively engaged our attention at the pres- 
ent session, there are always enough matters to 
occupy a short sessicn. Perhaps the condition 
of the Treasury may require almost our exclusive 
attention at the next session. 
tlemen intimate that they desire to occupy the 
remainder of this session with the discussion of 


I do not hear gen- | 


some great financial measure, to relieve perma- | 
nently the wants of the Treasury; but all the in- 


formation I have from gentlemen who ought to 
know better than I do the views of the Govern- 
ment and the majority here, satisfies me that they 


do not propose to give any serious attention to | 


that subject at this session. That must be post- 
poned to the next session. 

But, Mr. President, I shall not detain the Sen- 
ate longer. I have said more than I intended to 
say when Iarose. My object merely was to have 


Pacific rail- 
road bill which may be presented at this session— 
I shall vote against the indefinite postponement, 
because I am not willing to give it the go-by in 
that way. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have been requested by 
the Senator from Iowa [Mr. Jongs] to state that 
he has paired off with the Senator from Georgia, 
{Mr. Toomss. } 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 22; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, Brown, Clark, 
Clay, Collamer, Dixon, Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick 
Hale, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Jolipson of 
Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Mason, Pearce, Sebas- 


—25. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Bigler, Bright, Broderick, 


| Chandler, Doolittle, Douglas, Fitch, Poot, Green, Gwin, 
| Henderson, Kennedy, King, Polk, Pugh, Seward, Simmons, 
| Stuart, Trumbull, and Wright—22. 





So the further consideration of the bill was post- 

poned until the first Monday of December next. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, -fpril 17, 1858. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Groner W. Coomss. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER stated that reports were in 
order on private business from the Committee of 


Prayer 


| Elections. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I ask unanimous consent to 
offer a resolution calling for information neces- 
sary to a proper understanding of a bill of a pri- 
vate nature. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move that the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Oh, let us allow the com- 
mittees to report private bills. 

Mr. REAGAN. [havea bill of which previous 


|| notice has been given, which I desire to introduce 


for reference only. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
out of order. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Upon applications 
made to me I withdraw the motion to go into com- 
mittee. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. I renew it. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE. All the committees have 


I object to anything 


| private bills to report,and I hope an hour will be 


devoted to that pur 
Mr. DAVIDSO) 


ose. ; 
withdrew his motion. 
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JAMES B. STEADMAN. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. lask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to report back a me- 
morial referred by mistake to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I am sorry to interrupt 
the gentleman, but I have called for the regular 
order of business, and I want to treat all gentle- 
men alike. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES, Itisa matter which 
requires prompt action, and which was referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means by mis- 
take. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I withdraw my objection. 

On motion of Mr. J. GLANCY JONES, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
discharged from the further consideration of the memorial 





of James B. Steadman, and that the same be referred to the | 


Committee on Printing. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolied Bills, reported that they had examined and 
found truly enrolled, bills of the following titles: 

An act (S. No. 167) for the relief of the owners 
of the bark Attica, of Portland, Maine; and 

An act (S. No. 51) to authorize a register to be 
issued to the steamer Fearless. 

When the Speaker signed the same. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Hickey, their Chief Clerk, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed bills of the 
following utles: 

An act (S. No. 197) providing for the arrest and 
return of fugitives from justice to the District of 
Columbia; 

An act (S. No. 78) to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to issue land warrants to Joseph 
Chase, James Young, and Alexander Keef; 

Anact(S. No. 101) for the relief of Mrs. Agatha 


' 
j 


| Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I desire to have this 
bill put upon its passage, and I ask for the read- 


|| ing of the report of the committee, and move the 


| previous question 

| ‘The report was read. 

| Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Idesire to saya few 

| words in relation tothis bill. I will take up only 

| a few minutes of the time of the House, as there 

cannot be any objection to the bill. It appears, 

by the petition and by the evidence before the com- 

| mittee, that section sixteen, of township No. 27, 
north of range six east, in Wabash county, In- 

| diana, was deficient in quantity to the extent of 


|| five hundred and fifty-seven and ninety-one hun- 


O’Brien, widow of Brevet Major J. P. J.O’Brien, | 


late of the United States Navy; 
An act (S. No. 102) for the relief of Thomas 
Phenix, Jr.; 


An act (S. No. 118) for the relief of John Scott, | 


Hiil W. House, and Samuel A. House; 

An act (S. No. 127) to repeal the fifth section 
of an act entitled ‘* An act to authorize the regis- 
ter, or enrollment and license, to be issued in the 
name of the president or secretary of any incor- 
porated company owning a steamboat or vessel,’’ 
approved March 3, 1828; 

An act (S. No. 129) to provide for the final 
settlement of the land claim of the heirs of Jehu 
Underwood in Florida; 

An act (S. No. 152) to incorporate the Wash- 
ington National Monument Society; 

An act (S. No. 160) for the relief of Thomas 
J. Page; 

An act (S. No. 247) to amend an act entitled 
** An act for enrolling and licensing ships or ves- 
sels to be employed in the coasting trade and fish- 
eries, and for regulating the same,’’ passed Feb- 
ruary. 18, 1793; 

In which he was requested to ask the concur- 
rence of the House. 


COMMITTEES DISCHARGED. 


On motion of Mr. DOWDELL, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
discharged from the further consideration of the memorial 
of M. 8. Jones, late collector of customs at Wilmington, 
North Carolina, and of the petition of David G. Burnett, and 


that the same be referred, the first to the Committee of || 


Claims, and the second to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. COMINS, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce 


Ludiow Franktin and others, of Gloucester, Massachusetts, 
and that the same be laid upon the table. 


TOWNSHIP LANDS IN INDIANA. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of 
congressional township No, 27 north, of range 
six east, in Wabash county, in the State of In- 
diana; which was read a first and second time. 

The bill authorizes the auditor of the county of 


Wabash to enter, in his own official name, five hun- || 


dred and fifiy-seven and ninety-one hundredths 


dredths acres, on account of Indian locations orres- 
ervations. By an act of Congress, of 1826, each 
congressional township is authorized to make up 
any deficiency covered by Indian reservations or 
locations, or otherwise. They are confined, how- 
ever, to the land districts to make their selections 
to supply deficiencies. In this case, on two sev- 
eral occasions, these selections were made by the 
| properauthorities of the county of Wabash. They 
were sent to the Secretary of the Interior, and 
were set aside by him, because these selections 
were covered by locations of the Wabash and 
| Erie Canal, or by private claims. Now, there are 
but one hundred and five acres of public land 
within that district, and they are totally worth- 
less, consisting of islands of four and five acres 
each. 

Now, sir, this bill authorizes this congressional 
township, to the extent of five hundred and fifty- 
seven acres, to be located upon any lands Of the 
United States, subject to private entry at the min- 
imum price of $1 25 per acre, for the purpose of 
supplying this deficiency. It is asked upon the 
ground that there are no lands within that land 

district worth anything. 

Mr. BURNETT. Will it be in order to move 
that the bill be referred to the Committee of the 
Whele on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. Not pending the previous 
question. 

Mr. BURNETT. Itshould be done. Neither 
the bill nor report has been printed, and we are 
required to vote upon it without knowing anything 


|| about it. 


be dis- | 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of |! 


acres in legal sub-divisions of any lands of the | 


United States, subject to private entry at the min- 
imum price of $1 25 per acre for the benefit of said 
township, in leu of a deficit in the quantity of 
school lands belonging to said township. 


| The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question oddened to be put; and, under the 
operation thereof, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time;and being engrossed, 
was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, demanded the previous 
question upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to make 
one inguiry of the gentleman from Indiana. Does 
this bill authorize that township to be located on 
land in some other part of the country, outside 
of that district? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
bate in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Ly Mr. BURNETT. Thatis the provision of the 

ill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then I object to 
it. There is no precedent for it; and [ call the 
yeas and nays on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. The gentleman says 
there is no precedent. I say there is a precedent. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
bill be laid upon the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
_ the main question ordered to be put; and, under 
| the operation thereof, the bill was passed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed, and also 
| moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
| the table. é' 
‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE. 


Is this de- 


On motion of Mr. WALBRIDGE, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the following pe- 
titions, and that the same be referred to the Committee of 
Claims: 

The petition of Charles James Lawrence, asking compen- 
sation for clerk hire and office rent ; 

The petition of E. Yulee, asking compensation for extra 
| clerk hire in the land office at Olympia ; and 

The petition of John Biddle and Jonathan Kearsley, pray- 
ing certain allowances to reimburse them for moneys paid 
for services of clerks in the land office at Detroit, in the 
years 1834, 1835, and 1896. 





April 17, 


PAY TO CERTAIN CLERKS IN OREGON, 

Mr. WALBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
| Public Lands, reported back a bill (H. R. No 
| 169) making an appropriation for the payment of 
| clerks employed in the offices of the registers of 
_ the land offices in Oregon City and Winchester, jp 
| the Territory of Oregon; and moved that the samp 
| be referred to the Committee of the Whole Hoye 
| and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 








use, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I judge, from hear. 
| ing the title of that bill, that it is a general and not 
| a private bill. 
| Mr. WALBRIDGE. The bill provides for th. 
[ore of clerks already employed, and who 
| have already rendered services. if is a private 
| claim. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think it is & gen. 
eral bill. There is no law for their employment: 
_ and if they were employed, they were employed 

on the responsibility of the registers. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know 
_ anything about it. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If there is a jay 
for it, there would be an estimate made by the 
| Department to pay them. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not understand how the 

Committee on Public Lands obtained possession 
| of that matter. I should like to know if that sub. 
ject-matter was referred to them. 

The SPEAKER. The bill itself was referred 
_to them. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to refer the 

bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. I suppose there is no law authorizing 
the employment of those clerks, or their payment. 
The officers of the land office have taken the re. 
| sponsibility, and now they come here and ask for 
| the payment of liabilities which they pretend they 
have incurred. ; 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I wish to say that the 
business at the land office in Oregon absolutely 
| required an additional clerical force. A law was 

assed in regard to the disposition of lands in that 

erritory, and that law made it indispensably ne- 
cessary, for the discharge of the duties of the land 
office there, that clerks should be hired, and they 
were hired. The persons who were employed 
have not received any pay, and they now come to 
| Congress and ask that pay shall be given them. 
It is the opinion of the local land office, of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and of 
Set. of the Interior, that they should be 

aid. ° 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the ge question. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. I hope this bill will 
| be informally passed over until the Delegate from 
| Oregon [Mr. Lane] comes in; for, as I under- 
| stand, he takes a great interest in this question, 
and has a word to say on it. 

The question was taken on the motion that the 
bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and it was disagreed to. 

The bill was then referred to a Committee of 
| the Whole House, and the bill and report were 
ordered to be printed. 


| ISAAC BOWDY AND SAMUEL FLEMING. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
| Public Lands, reported back a bill for the relief 
| of Isaac Bowdy and Samuel Fleming, and moved 
that it be referred to a Committee of the Whole 
| House, and the bill and report ordered to be 

printed. i 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I hope that the bill will be 

| put on its passage. 


|. Mr. WALBRIDGE. 


I demand 





I have no objection, 28 

_I believe that the case is clearly right. 

|__Mr. CLINGMAN. \I hope not, but that the 

| House will go on with the call on committees for 

reports. If we go on as we have, we will cou- 

| sume the morning hour with these little bills. 

| The bill was read through. It authorizes the 
parties named to enter quarter sections of |andin 

| the Springfield, Illinois, land district. ’ 

| Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 hope that my friend from 

| Michigan wil! withdraw his motion that the bi! 

be referred to. a Committee of the Whole House, 

and let the bill be put on its passage. 

| Mr. WALBRIDGE. The bill was introduced 

“by the gentleman from Illinois, {Mr. Lovesoy-| 

' It affects the interest of two of his consutucn’s; 
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